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A very good morning Colleagues! 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Welcome to Vienna, and welcome to the IAEA.  

For those of you who don’t know me: I am Mikhail Chudakov, Deputy Director General and 

the Head of the IAEA Department of Nuclear Energy. Wearing my second hat, I am also the 

INPRO Project Manager. And on the behalf of the IAEA, I warmly welcome you to this 10th 

INPRO Dialogue Forum dedicated to Cooperative Approaches to the Back End of the 

Nuclear Fuel Cycle: Drivers and Legal, Institutional and Financial Impediments. 

INPRO, the International Project on Innovative Nuclear Reactors and Fuel Cycles, was 

launched in 2000 to help ensure that nuclear energy is available in the 21st century in a 

sustainable manner. It brings together both technology holders and users, to jointly consider 

actions to achieve desired innovations. And its membership is growing! We now have 41 

Members; 40 IAEA Member States and the European Commission (EC). We also have 

several countries participating on a working level or as observers. 

There are four major tasks identified in INPRO Action Plan for the years 2014–2015: Task 1 

is Global Scenarios; Task 2 is Innovations; Task 3 is Sustainability Assessment and 

Strategies; and Task 4 is Policy and Dialogue. This 10th Dialogue Forum is held within the 

framework of Tasks 2 (on Innovations) and 4 (on Policy and Dialogue); and is being 

supported by the Division of Nuclear Fuel Cycle and Waste Technology of my Department.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, now turning to substance: 

Innovations in the back end of the nuclear fuel cycle can significantly contribute to the 

growth of nuclear power. Using innovative fuels and fuel cycles can help nuclear energy 

systems become more sustainable. This is important both for technical reasons and for 

enhancing public acceptance. But improved cooperation on the fuel cycle is needed, all the 

way to the end point for high level waste. Many IAEA technical reports describe the drivers 

that can encourage international cooperation throughout the back end, as well as the 

challenges of implementing such cooperation. In addition, a number of INPRO meetings 

highlighted legal and institutional impediments for international cooperation in this field.  

In short, main objectives of this Dialogue Forum are: 

 To better understand the value of cooperation in the back end of the nuclear fuel cycle 

and its importance for managing spent nuclear fuel; and 

 To analyse the drivers for cooperation, and to identify impediments, and to discuss 

ways to overcome them. 

We expect that your active involvement here will help clarify Member States’ interest in 

participating in a future study on cooperative approaches to the back end of the nuclear fuel 

cycle, and to develop recommendations to the IAEA on possible future activities in this area. 
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I am quite confident that two able, former IAEA colleagues will steer the Forum towards our 

goals. Our Chairman is my predecessor, Alexander Bychkov, from Russia, welcome back 

Alexander! And his co-chair is also our former colleague, Zoran Drace, from Canada, 

welcome back Zoran.  

I wish you all a successful meeting and a very pleasant stay in Vienna.  

And I declare this Meeting open, and turn it into the able hands of the Chairpersons and the 

Scientific Secretaries. 

Thank you! 


