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NPP Status in Argentina 

•Nuclear power plants in operation: 

-  Atucha I “Presidente Juan Domingo Perón” (PHWR) 363 MWe 

-  Embalse (PHWR) 648 MWe 

-  Atucha II “Presidente Dr. Néstor Carlos Kirchner” (PHWR) 745 MWe 

• Nuclear Power Plant in construction: 

-  CAREM 25 

• Future Nuclear Power Plants: 

-  PHWR 800 MWe (CANDU type) 

-  PWR (ACP 1000) “under discussion” 

-  CAREM 150 MWe  

-  PWR “under discussion” 

 



Legal and Regulatory Framework 

Constitution (reform of 1994) 

- Article 41 prohibits the entry of radioactive waste into the 

country 

Law No. 24.804: Law of nuclear activities (1997) 

- Assign to the Nuclear Regulatory Authority the responsibility to 

regulate and control all activities related to radiological and 

nuclear safety. 

- Assign to the National Atomic Energy Commission (CNEA) 

responsibility for the management of radioactive waste, spent 

nuclear fuel and decommissioning of nuclear facilities. 



Law No. 25.018: Radioactive Waste Management 

Regime (1998) 

-Creates the National Program for Radioactive Waste 

Management. 

- Instructs the CNEA to develop a strategic plan for 

radioactive waste management and report annually to 

the National Congress on the status of the plan. 

Law No. 25.279 (2000): 

-Ratifies adherence to the Joint Convention on the 

Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the safety of 

radioactive waste management 
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Temporary storage of spent fuel 

•The temporary storage of spent fuel is performed on-site at 

nuclear power plants.  Atucha I spent fuel is stored in pools, 

having two pools containing all the fuel elements since the plant 

starts operations. In Embalse, storage is initially done in decay 

pools, then in not less than six years period, the spent fuel is 

moved to dry storage silos on the same site of the plant. 



As regards the final disposal of high level radioactive waste, 

during the eighties, CNEA began a feasibility study and engineering 

draft for the construction of a deep geological repository. Stable 

granite formations were looked for in low seismic regions with scarce 

hydraulic conductivity. One of the possible options was the town of 

Gastre, province of Chubut, and studies to characterise the place 

were performed. The report with the obtained results was duly 

handed in to the National Congress. Subsequently, as a 

consequence of the public opinion, studies were suspended in 

that locality, and thus it was not possible to prospect other favourable 

regions in the rest of the country. 
 

 

 

Policy for the Final Disposal of 

High Level Waste 



Reprocessing 

 

  CNEA is the organization that conducts research into the 

reprocessing of its spent fuel. Currently it has several licensed 

facilities or about to be, for experiments at laboratory scale on 

the feasibility of reprocessing.  
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