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Dear Colleagues, Ladies & Gentlemen, A Very Good Morning! 

As I-A-E-A Deputy Director General and the Head of the Department 
of Nuclear Energy, and as INPRO Project Manager, I warmly 
welcome you to this Dialogue Forum. In this 13th Dialogue Forum, 
we will focus on Legal and Institutional Issues in the Global 
Deployment of Small Modular Reactors.  

Ladies & Gentlemen, 

There is an increasing global interest in SMRs. They have the 
potential to enhance energy availability and security of supply.. This 
is valid for both countries with an existing nuclear power 
programmes, and those that are considering or launching new 
programmes. They can play an important role in sustainable energy 
development as part of an optimal global energy mix.  

For example, SMRs could be well suited for countries or regions with 
smaller electricity grids. They could also be coupled with co-
generation, including providing heat for industrial processes,, 
producing hydrogen,, desalinating sea-water,, and burning nuclear 
waste, depending on their designs and sizes. 

Thus, there are many legal and institutional issues to be addressed for 
their deployment. Infrastructure requirements for emerging countries, 
issues related to safety, security, construction, maintenance, waste 
management, economics, and safeguards by design, are only some of 
them. In particular, certain SMRs that seek to incorporate serial 
production of transportable units may pose new issues that require 
resolution.  

The IAEA has several projects and activities supporting the 
development and deployment of SMRs in Member States. Over the 
years, the Agency has produced major publications and convened a 
series of international forums addressing SMR issues. 
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This Forum is one of them. It responds to increasing amount of 
requests on the topic. The aim is to identify and elaborate upon legal 
and institutional issues that are essential to facilitating the global 
deployment of both non-transportable and transportable SMRs. 

The Dialogue Forum will allow us to zoom in on drivers and 
impediments that affect the global deployment of SMRs, and to hear 
proposals on how to overcome the impediments. This will also be a 
good opportunity for newcomer countries to identify safety, security, 
safeguards issues that must be resolved before deploying any SMRs. 

Finally, at the Forum, both technology holder and newcomer 
countries will be able to exchange information on national and 
international programmes relevant to SMRs. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

This Forum is organized by our INPRO Section. But since the topic 
needs a holistic approach and cooperation, it is held with support from 

- our Nuclear Power Technology Development Section,  
- the Regulatory Activities Section,, and the Nuclear Security of 

Materials and Facilities Section,, both at the Department of 
Nuclear Safety and Security, 

- and the Concepts and Approaches Section from the Department 
of Safeguards. 

- We have also enjoyed strong support from the International 
Framework for Nuclear Energy Cooperation, IFNEC.  

I thank you all for your participation, and I wish you a productive and 
successful meeting and a nice stay in Vienna.  

Thank you! 


