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Briefing Outline

• Recapping Climate Challenge
• Agency support post COP-21
• Plans for 2017 COP-23
• Future Steps



Goal: 2˚C, aspire to 
1.5˚C
Nov. 2016: entry into 
force
Bottom-up: action at 
the national level
Vital: design of rules, 
processes and 
institutions under 
negotiations
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cop21
by Le Centre d’Information sur l’Eau

Source: www.cop21.gouv.fr

Paris Agreement - “historic, durable and ambitious”

COP-21 is a good start to global climate 
action, ..but not the end point
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• Much greater 
ambition needed 
from States to 
adequately 
address the 
problem

• Low-carbon govt. 
policies, actions, 
and investments 
must quickly follow

Source: Derived from Climate Action Tracker, UNEP and IEA

Country plans to curb emissions help, but 
fall well short of 2°C target, much less 1.5°C
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How will the climate gap be closed?

• Conversion of INDCs to real plans in 
“Nationally Determined Contributions” 

• “Increased Ambition” ramped progressively in 
5 year review cycles that are informed by 
IPCC measurements of climate change

• Government policy shifts regarding carbon 
price and capacity markets, views on nuclear.

• Investment in “Innovation” in all forms –
policies, investment, energy technology, etc.



Significant actions needed to awaken the 
“Sleeping Giant” we know as Nuclear Power 

Clean-Energy 
Investments

Need:
Investments of at least 
US$80B/year for nuclear 
power, potentially 
double if fossil CCS fails

Actions:
Realisation of all 
proposed nuclear 
projects worldwide by 
2030, life-time 
extensions for existing 
NPPs

Competitiveness 
and Finance
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Climate and 
SDGs

Need:
Valuation on reliability, 
macro-economic, and 
environmental benefits; 
& financial certainty

Actions:
Full accounting of total 
system costs; tax on 
high-C consumption, 
production, and 
emissions; innovative 
financing and increased 
technology innovation

Need:
Anchor nuclear as a 
core asset for 
meeting 2˚C goal and 
SDGs

Actions:
Make nuclear core to 
achieving countries 
NDCs and 
sustainable 
development vision



What are IAEA activities post-
COP21?

• Increasing Capacity Building with 
Member States on updates to NDCs
• Energy Planning Workshops & Training

• Studies and Publications
• CC&NP, NP&SD, and others

• Research Projects
• New methodologies (NDCs, CLEW, etc.)

• Participation and Outreach
• COP-22 (Marrakesh), COP-23 (Bonn)



UNFCCC COP-23 in Bonn (6-17 Nov.)
• Participate in UN 

System side events
• Staff a UN exhibit 

booth
• Distribute current IAEA reports
• Organise additional side events
• Pursue opportunities for special events 

and interviews in UN area



Climate Change Engagements
• Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)

• Provides policymakers with regular assessments of the 
scientific basis of climate change, its impacts and future 
risks, and options for adaptation and mitigation.

• IPCC assessments supporting AR6 cycle
• Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5˚C 
• Special Report on Climate Change and the 

Oceans and Cryosphere (1 IAEA nomination)
• Special Report on Land and Food Security (2 

IAEA nominations)



Sustainable Development Engagement

Areas of Particular Agency Focus: 
• SDG#2 (hunger - agriculture)
• SDG#6 (water) 
• SDG#7(energy–needed for all SDGs)
• SDG#9 (innovation, infrastructure) 

• UN Agency 
Collaboration with 
UN Energy, and 
many others UN 
agencies.

• SDG#12 (production chains)
• SDG#13 (climate change)
• SDG#14 (life below water)
• SDG#15 (water and land use)
• SDG#17(partnerships for the 

goals)



2017 Agency Activities

• Continued Communication Outreach
• 2017 Vienna Energy Forum
• 2017 UN Expo in Astana
• Vienna Energy Club
• New publications related to nuclear power and 

sustainable development and topical areas of 
climate change

• Reports: Synthesis report on CLEW, Energy 
technology adaptation to climate change



Future

• New IAEA International Conference on 
Climate Change and the role of Nuclear 
Power in June 2019.
• Planning begun
• Beginning outreach for key contributors



In Summary
• Realising the challenge of climate change, the 

Agency is ramping up support activities.
• IAEA is actively involved in international climate 

change events and activities.
• IAEA is focusing support to assist Member States 

in making informed decisions about the use of 
nuclear power to address climate change. 
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www.iaea.org/nuclearenergy 

Thanks!

https://twitter.com/IAEANE
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