Congratulatory Address

Mr Chang Yune LEE, Vice Minister,
Ministry of Science and ICT (MSIT), Republic of Korea

Your Excellency Mr. Mikhail Chudakov, Deputy Director General of the
IAEA, Mr. Dohee Han, Coordinator of the SMR Platform, and delegations
from member states.

| sincerely welcome everyone who has come to Korea to attend the 22"
INPRO Dialogue Forum. It is an honor for Korea to host the INPRO
Dialogue Forum for the third time, following successful forums in two
thousand twelve and two thousand nineteen.

| extend my gratitude to the IAEA Secretariat, Mr. Beomjin Chung,
President of the Korean Nuclear Society, Mr. Junho Shin, President of the
Korea Nuclear International Cooperation Foundation, and everyone
involved for their efforts in organizing this Forum.

Since 2010, the INPRO Dialogue Forum has contributed significantly to
nuclear innovation and policy development through collaborative projects and
the development of roadmaps for sustainable nuclear energy systems.

Thanks to such efforts, we are entering a new era where the demonstration
of innovative nuclear technologies, including SMRs, is becoming more
visible.

We appreciate these efforts, and will continue to enhance the cooperation
with member states through INPRO.



Today, as countries worldwide face the challenges caused by climate change
and the digitalization, we are exploring energy strategies to meet the increasing
electricity demand, focusing on SMRs as a next-generation energy source.

SMRs hold great potential for various applications, including power
generation, hydrogen production, desalination, district heating, marine
vessels, and even space industries.

In this regard, this forum will serve as a catalyst to accelerate their broader
utilization by addressing the successful development and sustainable
deployment of SMRs,

Korea is also looking to transition into Nuclear Energy Development
Strategy, aiming to create new future industries, from government-led
development centered on large-scale nuclear power to private-sector-
driven, Advanced Nuclear Power development focusing on SMRs.

We will swiftly secure core technologies for innovative small modular
reactors (i-SMRs), as well as non-light water reactors such as SFRs,
MSRs, and HTGRs, and align our regulatory systems with technological
development to accelerate commercialization.

We will also strengthen cooperation between domestic and international
research institutes and companies for the development of next-generation

reactors.

Furthermore, we will strive to nurturing experts in research and industry,

while enhancing the technical capabilities of private sector.



Through all these endeavours, we are committed to creating an innovative

ecosystem through next-generation nuclear technology.

Distinguished guests, itistime for the IAEA and its member states to unite their
collective will and efforts toward the commercialization of SMRs in order

to bring positive changes into our everyday lives.

Korea will actively participate and lead this effort. | hope this forum

fosters active discussions and yields fruitful results. Thank you.



