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Role of the IAEA 

• Encourage and assist research on, and 
development and practical application of, 
atomic energy for peaceful uses throughout 
the world…” 

• Provide core engineering, technological and 
management support to interested Member 
States in the field of nuclear power 

• Establish or adopt, in consultation with 
Member States…, standards of safety  

• Provide for the application of these 
standards 



 

 

 

 

Safety Standards Hierarchy 

Global reference 
point for a high 
level of nuclear 

safety 

Safety Guides 

Safety Requirements 

Safety Fundamentals 



 

 

 

 

How did we get here? 

• First raised in mid-2012  

• NEA/MDEP or IAEA  

• 2013 INPRO Dialogue Forum 

• Consultancy meetings 

– December 2012 

– February 2014 

– July 2014 

• Developed draft Terms of Reference 

 



 

 

 

 

Consultancy Meetings 

• Member States involved: 
Canada 
China 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
 
 

India 
Republic of Korea 
Russian Federation 
United Kingdom 
United States  

• Membership – regulators/TSOs 

• Regulatory framework for modular and 
more innovative designs/concepts  

• Interface with international organizations 

• Issues to address during pilot phase  

• Draft programme plan 

 



 

 

 

 

Purpose 

• To identify, understand and address key 
regulatory challenges that may emerge in 
future SMR regulatory discussions.  

• This will help enhance safety, efficiency in 
licensing, and enable regulators to inform 
changes, if necessary, to their requirements 
and regulatory practices. 



 

 

 

 

Objectives 

• Share SMR regulatory knowledge and 
experience among the members and other 
stakeholders to: 
– Facilitate robust and thorough regulatory 

decisions; 

– Encourage enhanced nuclear safety.  

• Identify and resolve common safety issues 
that may challenge regulatory reviews 
associated with SMRs. 



 

 

 

 

Outcomes 

• Positions statements on regulatory issues; 

• Suggestions for new or revised IAEA 
documents; 

• Generate and share information that 
regulators may use to enhance their 
regulatory framework; 

• Description of the regulatory challenges and 
discussion on paths forward; 

• Suggestions for changes to international 
codes and standards. 



 

 

 

 

Next Steps 

• Approve Terms of Reference 
• Meeting 23-27 March 2015 in Vienna 

• Establish working groups to address issues as 
a pilot programme 
• Emergency planning zone 

• Defence in depth 

• Graded approaches 

• United Sates to provide cost-free expert 
 



 

 

 

 

  

Working to protect people, society and the environment 


