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Outline 

1. International Collaboration   

 ITER Project  

 Collaborations with 7 Members  

 

2. IP Policy at the ITER Organization  

 IP rules and governance  

 IP principles  

 IP rights and ownership  

 

3. IP Management 

 IP Board  

 IP Database  

 IP Training, IP Contact Person  
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1. International Collaboration  

- The ITER Project -  
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ITER Project  
 

 Large-scale international scientific experiment located in France.  

 It aims to demonstrate the scientific and technological feasibility of fusion 

energy for peaceful purposes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The future of Fusion with ITER (1m25) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHQFNXEKRWI 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHQFNXEKRWI
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International Collaboration 

      7 Partners counting for half of the world population have decided to contribute to the 

ITER Project on nuclear fusion.  

 The ITER Agreement signed in 2006.  
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Correction Coils (18)
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In kind contribution by 7 Members  

 The ITER Project creates a new collaborative culture and standard to solve 

energy and environmental problems.   
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2. Intellectual Property Policy  

In the ITER Organization   



INPRO Dialogue Forum, IP Management within the context of collaboration on innovations   

© 2014, ITER Organization  

Page 8 

IP rules and governance  

• Information: published data, 

description of inventions, 

discoveries etc., whether or 

not protectable by IP.  

 

• IP: patents, utility models, 

industrial designs, trademarks 

as well as confidential 

information or trade secrets. 
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 ITER Organization and the Members shall support the widest 

appropriate dissemination of information and IP (ITER Agreement, 

Article10-1). 

 

When placing contracts for work, the ITER Organization and the 

Members: 

 shall include provisions on any resulting IP, 

 shall be consistent with the ITER Agreement and the 

Information and IP Annex  

(ITER Agreement Article 10-3)  

 

 IP generated by the ITER Organization staff shall be owned by the  

ITER Organization (IIP Annex, Article 6)  

 

ITER IP policy - principles 
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Background IP Generated IP 
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Contracts  
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License to Members and/or ITER Organization  

  

  
 

IP rights and ownership  
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3. Intellectual Property Management 

within the ITER Organization 
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ITER IP Board   

 

 Assess all aspects of intellectual property protection within the 

ITER Organization; 

 

 Monitor the operation of the ITER IP Database; 

 

 Review Generated IP and patent proposals; 

 

 Oversee the publication process (publication board). 



INPRO Dialogue Forum, IP Management within the context of collaboration on innovations   

© 2014, ITER Organization  

Page 13 

 The IP database is the main IP management tool of the ITER Organization.  

 Declared Background IP & Generated IP; 

 List of background confidential information; 

 List of publications and Agreements for publications; 

 Licenses. 

 ITER Organization and Domestic Agencies may request licenses to use 

declared Background IP or Generated IP. 
 

 

ITER IP Database 

Background 

IP 
Normal 

IDM 

Background 

Confidential 

IP 

 

Secure IDM 

Domestic 

Agencies IP 

Input 

ITER 

Organization 

System 

IP database 
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IP training and contact persons  

 IP training 

 Mandatory training for all ITER organization staff.  

 IP issues, policies and procedures applicable to ITER Organization are 

presented. 

 Short quiz at the end of the training is conducted.  

 

 IP Contact persons for each members  

 Regular meetings with 7 Members.  

 IP discussions and share experience.  

 

 Internal IP website  
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Challenges and possible solutions 

Challenges:  

 “Sharing IP” with collaborators  

 Handling confidential information/ know-how 

 Negotiating licensing terms with contractors  

 

 

Possible solutions: 

 Establish good practices of IP management 

 Capacity buildings  

 Encourage mutual understanding and sharing experience with 

Members     
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…The ITER site today… 


