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Why is it important?
There are a large number of uranium legacy sites (ULS) in Central Asia arising from uranium production that
was carried out in the region from the 1950s to the 1990s. Many of these sites contain toxic residues. These
uranium sites were built at a time when planning for eventual end-of-life management was not well established.
Under the auspices of the IAEA, a secretariat has been formed to support a network of national and international
organizations and institutions concerned with the remediation and the safe management of residues at these
uranium legacy sites primarily in Central Asia but in other Member States as well. The organizations form a
network for information exchange, coordination and optimization of resources of those interested and working
on reducing risk posed by these types of sites.
Since 2012 the Coordination Group for Uranium Legacy Sites – CGULS – promotes cooperation among
Member States with uranium legacy sites (ULS) and also among those national and international organizations
involved in their remediation.
This is achieved by:
—— Providing a forum for information exchange and provision of technical advice; and
—— Coordinating the actions of the organizations to optimise the use of resources in projects with multiple
contributors.

What do I need to know?
CGULS supports Member States by assisting them in the development of their regulatory and safety frameworks,
and building national capacity that will strengthen future ULS remediation projects. The CGULS project
facilitates the application of international standards and good practices during remediation projects.
Some of the Member States that participate in CGULS are Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and
Ukraine.
Partner organizations who participate in CGULS include the IAEA, the European Commission, the
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD)
and the Norwegian Radiation Protection Authority (NRPA).
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What actions are recommended?

The IAEA will publish
Strategic Master Plan
(SMP) for remediation of
uranium legacy sites in
Central Asia.

Member’s States are
encouraged to share
information and
encourage regional
cooperation through the
IAEA annual meetings.

For more information on
CGULS or remediation
of former uranium
production sites, join the
CGULS network.

For a list of IAEA
training and workshops
on remediation check
the current online IAEA
Meeting Schedule.

Other Important Information
Some examples of CGULS Activities
—— Facilitating meetings between Member States and multiple international organizations planning remedial
activities in their countries;
—— Proficiency testing for project relevant laboratories;
—— Expert missions to explore remediation strategies;
—— Scientific visits to sites that illustrate good practices;
—— Expert missions to evaluate remediation activities;
—— Advisory missions to evaluate support facilities and coordinate reviews of remediation plans;
—— Expert assistance in developing site specific monitoring plans;
—— Developing regulatory guidance documents related to the remediation of existing sites.
An important task for the CGULS Secretariat in 2016 is the development of the Strategic Master Plan (SMP)
for remediation of ULS in Central Asia. This document will reflect the advances made in the national safety
frameworks in Central Asian countries and provide an up-to-date platform for prioritisation of remediation
activities going forward.
This project/activity is conducted by the IAEA, with funding by the European Commission and EBRD.

Resources

Email: CGULS.Contact-Point@iaea.org
Visit: https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/connect/Pages/MoreCGULS.aspx

16-3065

Radiation Protection and Safety of Radiation Sources: International Basic Safety Standards (IAEA
Safety Requirements, No. GSR Part 3)
http://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/publications/PDF/Pub1578_web-57265295.pdf

