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Information Sheet 

A. Background 

There is a great deal of experience in low level waste (LLW) disposal. More than 100 LLW 

repositories are in operation all over the world, while some repositories have already been safely 

closed and are in post-closure surveillance. New facilities are at different stages of development, and 

several are expected to start operation in the near future. 

Commensurate with the diverse range of LLW forms and properties, as well as the wide range of site 

properties encountered around the world, a range of disposal solutions have been implemented and 

proposed. These offer many opportunities to share experiences related to (a) how a design is 

developed as one element of a robust safety case for the given national context and inventory, as well 

as (b) what options are available to optimize the disposal solution to protect people and the 

environment from the potential hazards of the waste, all national waste streams considered, 

stakeholder considerations taken into account, and while making good use of limited resources. 

It should be noted that ‘optimization’ is not to be misunderstood as the endeavour to find ‘the best’ 

solution. Rather, it is the endeavour to evolve and adapt the disposal concept and design while 

ensuring it remains part of a robust safety case, with due consideration of other important factors as 

suggested above: any specific national policy constraints, public acceptance, siting constraints, the 

specific waste streams, available resources. 
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These may further evolve, and past experience shows that so does the detailed design of the disposal 

facility. It appears therefore to be useful and practical to allow from the outset for some flexibility in 

design evolution, as well as maintaining an active research and development programme to assess 

options for continual improvements. Existing experience from facilities operating around the world 

may offer valuable lessons and examples regarding e.g. the possibility to adjust to a certain range of 

future waste streams, or regarding the demonstration of meeting the same regulatory requirements for 

safety with a more cost-effective approach. 

Flexibility and future improvements are not limited to a given facility, but could also gainfully be 

applied to the national waste disposal strategy overall. As legacy waste inventories are better 

understood and as future waste streams emerge, disposal capacities in already operating facilities may 

reach limitations, may encounter new challenges, or may be inefficient for the level of hazard 

presented by such waste streams. Optimization of the existing disposal route, or the development of 

alternative disposal routes, may offer opportunities to effectively adjust to the overall responsibilities 

of the entire national waste inventory. 

B. Purpose 

The purpose of the meeting is to collect Member States’ input on their experiences in developing 

robust radioactive waste disposal activities and facilities — including associated predisposal 

management, design of facilities and operation of repositories — as well as in maintaining, or 

assessing with a view to the future, potential flexibilities that would allow them to evolve the disposal 

design and/or the suite of national disposal solutions overall in order to adjust to an evolving context 

(e.g. new waste streams). Ensuring that any such evolutions provide for safe disposal and remain 

under appropriate licensing conditions is a fundamental prerequisite. 

C. Scope and Expected Output 

The meeting will focus on the exchange of information regarding lessons learned about the following 

topics: 

 Waste avoidance, volume reduction, and/or waste form/package optimization with due 

consideration of the disposal solution; 

 Disposal strategies (waste stream specific disposal, centralized disposal, etc.); 

 Repository design aspects with a special focus on the safety case; 

 Evolution of repository designs; 

 Disposal facility optimization; and 

 Disposal activity optimization. 

The target audience comprises disposal facility designers, operators, radioactive waste generators and 

regulators (including experts from their technical support organizations) involved in existing or 

planned disposal facilities. 

D. Working Language 

The working language of the meeting will be English with no interpretation provided. All 

communications, abstracts and papers must be submitted in this language. 
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E. Venue 

The meeting will be held in Gyeongju, Republic of Korea, and will commence on 

Monday, 4 July 2016, and end on Friday, 8 July 2016. Information on local arrangements will be sent 

to designated participants in due course. 

F. Visas 

Participants who need a visa for entering the Republic of Korea should submit the necessary 

application to the nearest diplomatic or consular representative of the Republic of Korea as early as 

possible. 

G. Organization 

Official correspondence with regard to the technical aspects of the meeting should be addressed to the 

Scientific Secretary: 

Mr Péter Ormai 

Waste Technology Section 

Division of Nuclear Fuel Cycle and Waste Technology 

Department of Nuclear Energy 

International Atomic Energy Agency 

Vienna International Centre 

PO Box 100 

1400 VIENNA 

AUSTRIA 

 

Tel.: +43 1 2600 22607 

Fax: +43 1 26007 

Email: P.Ormai@iaea.org 

 

Official correspondence with regard to administrative issues should be addressed to the Administrative 

Secretary: 

Mr Shelby Thomas Elamkunnam 

Waste Technology Section 

Division of Nuclear Fuel Cycle and Waste Technology 

Department of Nuclear Energy 

International Atomic Energy Agency 

Vienna International Centre 

PO Box 100 

1400 VIENNA 

AUSTRIA 

 

Tel.: +43 1 2600 26492 

Fax: +43 1 26007 

Email: S.T.Elamkunnam@iaea.org 

 

mailto:P.Ormai@iaea.org
mailto:S.T.Elamkunnam@iaea.org

