Terms of Reference for the
Disused Sealed Radioactive Sources Network (DSRSNet)
Background
Sealed radioactive sources (SRS) are used extensively in agriculture, industry, medicine
and various research areas in both developed and developing Member States. Virtually, all
countries utilize SRS for one purpose or another. The total inventory of SRS worldwide is
estimated to be in the millions. Many SRS contain very high concentrations of
radionuclides, typically in the GBq to PBq range, and the radiation emitted from these
sources is quite intense – these SRS pose a major health risk if loss of control occurs.
An SRS that is no longer in use or not intended to be used, for the practice for which an
authorization has been granted, is termed disused (DSRS). It is important to emphasize that
an SRS declared by one user to be disused may still useful to a different user, supplier or
manufacturer. A DSRS may still be highly radioactive and potentially hazardous to human
health and the environment. As such, the nature and magnitude of the various problems
associated with DSRS have to addressed, especially when loss of control occurs.
Although the vast majority of SRS used around the world are managed safely and securely,
bringing many benefits to humankind, a number of accidents involving SRS have occurred.
Where the amount of radioactive material is substantial, as in the case of radiotherapy
sources or industrial radiography sources, the accidents have resulted in severe or even
fatal consequences. The majority of accidents were related to SRS in use, which were still
under regulatory control, but several accidents have occurred with DSRS when regulatory
control was weak or totally absent. Some of these accidents have resulted in contamination
of large areas that required costly clean-up operations for mitigation of the consequences.
To reduce the risks associated with SRS, it is important to have a well-developed national
strategy, legal framework and infrastructure for their safe management both at a user’s site
and in the entire country. It is essential that SRS, including DSRS, do not pose any potential
hazard to the workers, the general public or the environment. Ideally, all requirements for
the safe management of SRS and DSRS need to be enforced and implemented prior to
initiating any particular application of SRS in a Member State.
Countries lacking a comprehensive infrastructure for radiation protection and waste
management systems may not be cognizant of the risks associated with DSRS. Even some
developed countries that use SRS extensively may underestimate the risks involved and,
thus, may not have fully effective control of their SRS and DSRS, even though they have
adequate legislation, radiation protection and a waste management system in place. Other
countries may not give high enough priority to DSRS management programmes because
there are more urgent issues demanding their available resources. Even if the risks
associated with using SRS are recognized, there are still significant potential risks
associated with DSRS.
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The number of DSRS in a given Member State does not influence the consequences of an
individual accident, but it increases the likelihood that an accident may occur, especially
when these DSRS are not in safe and secure facilities. The degree of regulatory control and
its effectiveness also influence the probability of an accident. The consequences of such
accidents are governed by the characteristics of the source (source design, activity,
chemical form etc.), the nature of the accident, the people involved, the countermeasures
taken, etc.
In the 1990s, there was growing international concern about DSRS, which for one reason or
another, were not subject to regulatory control or over which regulatory control had been
inadequate. The IAEA programme on DSRS was established in 1991 with the specific
purpose to assist Member States in their effort to avoid situations that might result in
unnecessary radiation exposures or accidents. The programme includes provision of
technical assistance to Member States in the form of IAEA’s technical reports, training of
experts and development or improvement of the required infrastructure by provision of
tools, equipment and transfer of technology through the IAEA’s appraisal service for
evaluating a Member State’s radiation safety regulatory framework.
The IAEA continues to explore ways to improve its radioactive waste management
programme to support various Member States. One initiative is specifically related to the
end of life management of DSRS, including when DSRS are managed as radioactive waste:
https://www.iaea.org/OurWork/ST/NE/NEFW/Technical-Areas/WTS/sealedsources.html

The Waste Technology Section, under the IAEA’s DRSR programme, assists Member States
in implementing safe and cost effective technologies for recovering, conditioning and
storing DSRS. Direct assistance includes:
•

recovering, characterizing, and conditioning DSRS for long term storage;

•

providing assistance for the repatriation and/or recycle of high activity DSRS; and

•

conditioning of disused radium sources.

In addition, the Waste Technology Section helps improve national capabilities to manage
DSRS, which includes:
•

advising on designs for facilities to condition and store DSRS;

•

providing technical procedures on the handling, conditioning and storage of DSRS;
and

•

providing training on designing facilities and technical procedures.

The IAEA receives a large number of requests for DSRS management assistance but the
IAEA has limited resources to address these requests. Currently, existing services providers
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(SP) for DSRS management in Member States are unable to meet the demands for
assistance by other Member States requesting services. Two major stumbling blocks are
geography and funding – a SP may have the human and physical resources to manage DSRS
in its own country but the cost of delivering those services at great distances can be
prohibitive for a requesting Member State. A path forward involves scaling up safe and
secure DSRS management services worldwide by leveraging existing services, building
capacity in both requesting Member States and those providing services, and implementing
an effective match up of the demand for services with the supply of services.
Experience has shown that effective interactions between less experienced and more
experienced countries and organizations contributes to better conditions for implementing
DSRS management projects. To inspire countries to share their knowledge and experience,
as well as to promote and facilitate collaboration, a DSRS network, DSRSNet, will be
created.
DSRSNet will be a forum for the sharing of practical experience and international
developments on the safe management of DSRS. DSRSNet will be an effective tool
supporting the path forward.
Vision
The IAEA has a vision that all of its Member States will have the proper infrastructure and
technologies in place for managing their own DSRS and that they will be able to resolve
related issues in a timely, safe and cost-effective manner. Aligned with this vision, the
DSRSNet will showcase a variety of products and services aimed at facilitating and
increasing the exchange of information and experiences among its participants.
The ultimate goal is to build capacity in Member States, both those requesting DSRS
management services and those providing services, and to effectively match up the demand
for services with the supply of services.
Objectives of the Disused Sealed Radioactive Source Network
The DSRSNet is being established to support and enhance the sharing of international
knowledge and experience in the safe and secure management of DSRS. In particular the
IAEA intends to:
•

raise awareness of:
•

the IAEA’s resources for DSRS management (direct assistance programmes,
knowledge bases, expertise, specialized tools, etc.);

•

existing DSRS management capabilities and capacities in Member States; and
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•

the IAEA’s process and criteria to designate some existing DSRS management SP
as Qualified Technical Centres (QTC) and to operate a QTC WG within the
DSRSNet;

•

support the leveraging and building of DSRS management capacity within both
Member States requiring support and those MS with advanced services for DSRS
management and coordinating these activities at regional levels based on need; and

•

facilitate collaboration between Member States needing assistance and those
Member States and organizations providing DSRS Management services.

Scope / Topics
The scope of the DSRSNet encompasses all activities related to the safe and secure
management of DSRS, namely:
•

locating DSRS through administrative and physical searches;

•

preparing DSRS inventories within Member States;

•

collecting and securing DSRS;

•

package and transport DSRS (complying with IAEA SRR-6);

•

record keeping at all major steps of DSRS management;

•

characterizing DSRS;

•

advising on issues such as repatriation, reuse/recycling, storage, and disposal;

•

dismantling devices to recover DSRS;

•

conditioning DSRS (Category 1-2 and/or Category 3-5)

•

conducting operations within appropriate radiation and industrial safety requirements;

•

training requesting Member State team(s) upon request; and

•

reporting on DSRS Management activities to the relevant authorities.

The scope also encompasses activities related to SRS that will be/are in use that are linked
to DSRS management, such as advising on all requirements that need to be enforced and
implemented prior to initiating any particular application of SRS in a Member State.
Target Audience
•

Member States requiring/requesting assistance with DSRS Management;

•

DSRS management SP;

•

IAEA designated QTC (IAEA recognized SP);
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•

SRS manufacturers, suppliers and distributors;

•

regulators;

•

governmental and non-governmental organizations;

•

academics and students;

•

trainers (for activities related to DSRS management services); and

•

the IAEA

Structure
The proposed DSRSNet structure is depicted in Figure 1, and described next:
IAEA
Network Coordinator
Members: organizations and individuals that join DSRSNet to share and/or receive
experience and knowledge on DSRS management topics
Working Groups (WG): subsets of DSRSNet Members organized around a common
topic; coordinated by a specific individual representing their organization; events
organized by WG could have a regional focus
Working Group Coordinators (WGC): individuals with experience and knowledge
on the specific WG topic, along with general knowledge on other DSRSNet topics;
responsible for coordinating/organizing activities to ensure sharing of expertise
and knowledge on the specific WG
Steering Committee: provides advice to the IAEA and provides oversight of and
direction to DSRSNet activities; comprised of WGC and other DSRSNet Members
whose backgrounds combine expertise and perspective across the full spectrum of
DSRSNet topics
Sponsors and other Organizations: organizations that work with the IAEA to
provide either financial or technical support to DSRSNet activities (may also sit on
the Steering Committee and/or participate as Members).
The DSRSNet may also include Regional Coordinators (RC) that could sit on the Steering
Committee. These RC would represent the needs and interests of countries within a specific
region and impart this information to the Steering Committee and WGC. They would work
with WGC to support coordination of regional events (workshops, training courses,
conferences, etc.) and could represent and promote the DSRSNet within their regions.

Page 5 of 23
Last Saved: 8/9/2019 10:06:00 AM
File: Draft-ToR-DSRSNet_D1.5.docx

Terms of Reference for the
Disused Sealed Radioactive Sources Network (DSRSNet)

Working Groups
Initially there will be a single WG to develop and implement the Qualified Technical Centres
(QTC) concept. To provide background on this WG, the draft Terms of Reference (ToR) for
the QTC concept is provided in the Appendix to the draft DSRSNet ToR.
NOTE: Figure 2 and the Appendix have been included for the purpose of the CONNECT
Governance Review Board review of these draft DSRSNet ToR. The final version of the
DSRSNet ToR will not contain either Figure 2 or the Appendix. Both the final DSRSNet ToR
and the QTC Concept ToR will be linked to the DSRSNet when it launches.
Mode of Operation
The Steering Committee develops the operational guide for the DSRSNet along with a
strategic plan for its maintenance and evolution. Elements like success indicators, an
evaluation process, collecting/acting on feedback from users, etc. will be part of the guide.
The IAEA will facilitate and solicit input/output from Members, develop sponsor
relationships and solicit funds. It will also be the duty of the IAEA through the DSRSNet
Coordinator and Members to pursue appropriate links to other networks and
organizations. The Steering Committee may act as a facilitator and give support to the
working groups.
The DSRSNet will require both public and Member areas. The Member are will have some
information that will be restricted to designated Members, see Products on Page 7.
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Service and Products
1) Services
a. DSRSNet website within the IAEA’s CONNECT platform
i. access to the QTC WG (public and restricted access)
ii. access to other networks (if developed, if applicable)
iii. links to Partner Organizations (if applicable)
iv. links to Related Organizations (if applicable)
v. list of featured publications
vi. list of DSRS management related publications
vii. links to Current Highlights / News on DSRS management
viii. links to events, meetings and meeting reports on DSRS management
ix. discussion form
x. e-mail subscriptions (e.g., to announce DSRSNet updates, Newsletters)
b. Member directory with profiles
c. IAEA sponsored training, workshops, and meetings on DSRS management
d. peer review (e.g., Selection Committee review of QTC candidates, see Appendix)
2) Products
a. ionization smoke detectors database (ISD-DB, under construction)
b. ISD dismantling procedures (restricted access, not available for the public)
c. radioactive lightning conductors database (RLC-DB, to be developed)
d. RLC dismantling procedures (restricted access, not available for the public)
e. other databases as needed
f. Steering Committee reports
A proposed DSRSNet Landing Page is provided in Figure 2.
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Figure 1: Proposed DSRSNet Structure
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Figure 2: Proposed DSRSNet Landing Page
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Appendix: Draft Terms of Reference for the QTC Concept

1. Introduction
A worldwide need exists for the safe, secure and effective management of disused sealed
radioactive sources (DSRS) [1][2], which is currently not fully served either by national and
international organizations or by private sector bodies. The IAEA receives a large number of
requests for assistance in the characterization, conditioning, and removal of Categories 1-5
DSRS [3], but the IAEA has limited resources to address these requests.
In 2016, some initial work was done within the IAEA to address this unfulfilled need through
discussions between various departments (NEFW, NSNS, NSRW and TC). A concept paper
was drafted and presented during a side event of a meeting of supplier and donor countries
during the Ministerial Conference on Security (December 2016) [4]. The participants in the
IAEA internal meetings identified the need for further clarification and for a clear scope of
operation. The concept of “qualified centres” raised interest and support at the Ministerial
Conference and there was broad agreement to move the concept forward, which is the prime
purpose of these Terms of Reference.
The concept paper described the intent to scale up the safe and secure management of DSRS
worldwide through the establishment of additional qualified and equipped centres, with
suitably qualified and trained staff, to perform DSRS management operations. These qualified
centres would provide a full range of technical services for the management of DSRS, within
their own country, regionally and beyond. The intent is to build capacity worldwide, foster
local involvement and recognize the existing capabilities available around the world. These
designated Qualified Technical Centres (QTC) are:
•

expected to be self-sustaining operations, in terms of both personnel and funding;

•

support other countries, but they are not expected to store and manage sources from
any other country; and

•

operate under appropriate regulatory licensing, but they are not expected to provide
regulatory advice (either safety or security) – instead, these qualified centres would
guide enquiries to the appropriate regulatory body.

The IAEA will designate these QTC to recognize their technical proficiency as well as their
implementation of safety requirements and quality management systems.
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2. Definitions
DSRS

disused sealed radioactive source

DSRSNet

disused sealed radioactive source network

MS

IAEA Member State

QTC

qualified technical centre

RMS

requesting Member State

SP

service provider of DSRS management services but not a designated QTC

SQEP

suitably qualified and experienced personnel

WG

working group

3. Objectives and expected outcomes
The principal objectives of QTC are to address the following for DSRS management:
•

provide, on a sustainable basis, a full range of technical services within their own
country, regionally and beyond;

•

build / leverage capabilities of existing service providers (SP);

•

assist / build capacity in requesting Member States (RMS);

•

collaborate in an IAEA established QTC Working Group (WG), which will be within
the IAEA’s disused sealed radioactive source network (DSRSNet) – the WG will be
comprised of QTC with sufficient human and physical resources to meet worldwide
needs; and

•

strengthen the existing capacity of some MS to support other MS.

The QTC designation will give RMS confidence in DSRS service providers, assist in the
selection of a service provider, and will provide reference points for service providers.
Designated QTC will perform all or a subset of the following tasks :
•

locate DSRS through administrative and physical searches

•

prepare a DSRS inventory;

•

collect and secure DSRS;

•

package and transport DSRS (complying with IAEA SRR-6 [[5]]);

•

provide record keeping at all major steps of DSRS management;

•

dismantle devices to recover DSRS;

•

characterize DSRS;
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•

condition DSRS (Category 1-2 and/or Category 3-5) [3];

•

conduct operations within appropriate radiation and industrial safety requirements;

•

advise on issues such as repatriation, reuse/recycling, storage, and disposal;

•

train RMS team(s) upon request; and

•

report to the host country.

For RMS, QTC will:
•

reduce the time frame from requesting services to their completion;

•

develop up-to-date competence through contributions to QTC collaborative
programmes, such as specific training programmes;

•

participate in QTC WG activities to gain direct experience related to various aspects
of DSRS management, facility management, radiation protection, etc.; and

•

provide opportunities for bringing in “young specialists”, thereby expanding the pool
of suitably qualified and experienced personnel (SQEP).

4. QTC Funding Mechanism
A RMS-QTC relationship is established on a contractual basis.
The IAEA, upon request, may provide support to an RMS, including financial and/or for the
identification and selection of the QTC, through IAEA established mechanisms and according
to IAEA rules and regulations. In this case, the RMS-QTC relationship remains a contractual
agreement and the IAEA does not own any legal or financial liability.
The QTC designation / re-designation process is at a QTC candidate’s own cost, including the
costs for the meeting of the Selection Committee and of the assessment mission at a QTC
candidate’s site. Where IAEA established mechanisms permit, the IAEA, upon request, may
provide financial support for the designation / re-designation of a QTC according to IAEA
rules and regulations.

5. DSRS Network (DSRSNet)
To enhance collaboration among RMS, SP and QTC, a DSRS network (DSRSNet) will be
established by the IAEA. The scope of the DSRSNet will be broader than the QTC concept –
it will encompass activities beyond hands-on DSRS management, such as information
exchange. See Figure 3, Figure 4 and Figure 5.
The DSRSNet will allow QTC to form a WG to share experience and lessons learned, to
coordinate and to rationalize their offer of facilities, resources and services to interested
IAEA Member States. The network will be hosted and managed through the IAEA webplatform CONNECT. The platform will also be a gateway to exchange information between
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the IAEA, RMS, SP and QTC as well as interested organizations of IAEA MS seeking access
to specific information on DSRS management.
DSRSNet members will be able to continuously exchange information through the
CONNECT platform. The IAEA will organize meetings of DSRSNet members to identify
gaps and means of improvement of the of DSRSNet. The IAEA will also directly gather of
DSRSNet member feedback.
Figures 1, 2 and 3 are from https://www.dropbox.com/s/0l6h7r4c5w1qukt/before-after3.pptx?dl=0

Figure 3: The Current Situation for DSRS Management Services
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Figure 4: The Proposed QTC Concept for DSRS Management Services
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Figure 5: Supporting Points for the QTC Concept

6. The Functions of the IAEA
In the QTC concept, the functions of the IAEA are to:
•

coordinate RMS and QTC activities (e.g., through DSRSNet);

•

foster collaboration among QTC (e.g., by promoting and supporting DSRSNet);

•

designate QTC candidates and ensure that they meet the established criteria for the
designation / re-designation process and withdrawal of designation;

•

convene periodic review meetings with RMS and QTC or as needed;

•

consider diversity issues; and

•

collect information on QTC activities in RMS (e.g., dates, DSRS managed, etc.).
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7. Eligibility and criteria for QTC designation
An IAEA Member States’ organization and/or institution is eligible to be designated by the
IAEA as a QTC if it has:
a. demonstrated experience in DSRS management (according to tasks of a designated
QTC, see Page 11);
b. suitably qualified and experienced personnel;
c. demonstrated a capability to provide services in other MS;
d. been suitably licensed in its own country; and
e. the required resources available.
The Criteria for QTC designation address logistical capability, technical capability and
sustainability and are listed in Table 1. What about cyber security under Technical?
Table 1: Criteria for QTC Designation
Logistical

Technical

Sustainability

experience with importing
and exporting required
resources into/out of host
MS

QTC candidates shall have:

successful experience
working with hosts MS on
logistics (e.g., visas,
permits, etc.)

• SQEP (according to
tasks of a designated
QTC, see Page 11)

QTC candidates must
provide evidence regarding
the continued availability
of the required resources to
assure continuous and
reliable operation of the
QTC candidate’s DSRS
management activities

• a national license the
covers DSRS
management

• the required resources
• relevant management
programs (records /
information
management, quality
assurance, radiation
protection, industrial
safety, and emergency
procedures related to
DSRS mgmt), which
may be part of the
candidate’s licensing
requirements
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8. Process for designation
The designation process will take into account and will be limited to the specific area(s) of
DSRS management activities for which the designation is requested. The assessment of the
QTC candidate will cover the period of five (5) years immediately preceding the date of the
submission of the application. The QTC designation will last for a period of five (5) years
starting from the date of the designation. A QTC designation application form will
complement the steps listed below.
The process will be initiated by the QTC candidate and will be based on the following steps:
1.

2.

The QTC candidate will submit to the IAEA, through the Permanent Mission of the
IAEA Member State in which QTC candidate is sited, a request for designation that shall
include:
• a profile of the QTC candidate, including a description of the relevant activities over
the past five (5) years, a list of any license violations in last five (5) years, and a
description of physical resources used in the last five (5) years and those currently
available
- equipment / containers;
- tools;
- facilities;
- transport equipment;
- radiation, industrial safety and characterization equipment;
- personal protective equipment; and
- databases with adequate cyber security.
•

a self-assessment report prepared on the basis of the QTC Eligibility and Designation
criteria listed in Section 7 and the Guidelines for Designation in Appendix I.1;

•

a statement in which the QTC candidate ensures that its DSRS activities are safely
and securely operated in accordance with national regulations, international standards
and good practices, as applicable;

•

a statement clearly identifying the activity / activities for which the QTC designation
is requested;

•

a statement that the candidate has liability insurance commensurate with the activities
to be performed; and

•

any other documentation useful to support the evaluation of the request, such as a
letter of endorsement of the request issued by a relevant Governmental Authority or
Institution.

Upon receipt of one or more requests, the IAEA will appoint a Selection Committee to
review the request(s) and to provide recommendations to the IAEA (see Point 4 below).
A Selection Committee has to include at least two (2) international experts (may also
include potential end-users) and at least one (1) IAEA representative. Based on the
number of requests received, Selection Committees are expected to be appointed by the
IAEA as needed. A Selection Committee will conclude its mandate providing the
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recommendation(s) to the IAEA on the request(s) assigned to it for evaluation.
3.

4.

In order to ensure proper qualification of the members of a Selection Committee,
international experts should:
•

preferably have ten (10) years of recent experience in DSRS management
activities, preferably also with five (5) years of experience in the specific area of
review;

•

have a good command of English, in particular oral and written skills - knowledge
of other official IAEA languages (Arabic, Chinese, French, Russian, and Spanish)
is considered an asset; and

•

have experience as an evaluator (e.g., participation in international fact-finding,
peer-review or other types of assessment missions).

The tasks of a Selection Committee are to:
•

review QTC designation request(s), including candidate(s) self-assessment(s) and,
if necessary, ask for additional information from the QTC candidate(s);

•

plan and prepare the review mission(s) at the QTC candidate(s) site(s) / facility(ies)
or at specific job site(s); and

•

prepare the review mission(s) report(s), which include recommendation(s) for
decision(s) by the IAEA.

5.

A review mission at a QTC candidate’s site will be performed by designated members of
the Selection Committee according to IAEA rules and regulations. In the case that
additional information was requested from a QTC candidate, the review mission will not
take place until such information has been provided to the satisfaction of the Selection
Committee.

6.

The designation process is expected to be completed within six (6) months from the date
of receipt of the request for designation (unless delay is caused by the QTC candidate in
providing any requested additional information). The IAEA will inform the QTC
candidate of the result of its decision based on the candidate’s self-assessment and on the
recommendation of the Selection Committee. In case of a negative outcome, the IAEA
will provide recommendations to the QTC candidate to meet the criteria for designation
and the time frame to implement them. If the recommendations are not satisfactorily
implemented within the time frame indicated by the IAEA, the application will be
considered lapsed.

7.

The QTC status will be communicated to a candidate through an official communication
from the IAEA that contains, inter alia, the undertakings of the QTC and the IAEA, the
scope of activities, the duration of the designation, functions and clauses on termination,
suspension, confidentiality, public information, liability, settlement of disputes, etc.

9.

Criteria for re-designation
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The criteria for re-designation cover both the renewal of an existing designation within its
current scope and re-designation within a modified scope (either expanded or reduced).
Renewal will take into account and be limited to the specific area(s) of DSRS management
activities for which the initial designation was awarded unless an applicant wishes to change
the scope of activities of its existing designation. Criteria for QTC status re-designation are
the same of those for the initial designation for the specified scope of activities. A QTC has to
demonstrate a continuous ability to meet the criteria for designation over the period of time
considered for the re-designation process.

10. Process for re-designation
The assessment for the re-designation process will cover the period of five (5) years
following the QTC designation or the latest re-designation. The QTC re-designation will last
for a period of five (5) years starting from the date of the previous designation.
The re-designation process will be initiated by the QTC and will be based on the following
steps:
1.

2.

The QTC will submit a re-designation request to the IAEA at least six (6) months before
the expiration date of the latest QTC designation and through the Permanent Mission of
the IAEA Member State in which the QTC is site. The request shall include:
•

a profile of the QTC candidate, including a description of the relevant activities over
the past five (5) years, a list of any license violations in last five (5) years, and a
description of physical resources used in the last five (5) years and those currently
available;

•

a self-assessment report prepared on the basis of the QTC Eligibility and Designation
criteria listed in Section 7 and the Guidelines for Designation in Appendix I.1;

•

a statement in which the QTC candidate ensures that its DSRS activities are safely and
securely operated in accordance to national regulations, international standards and
good practices, as applicable;

•

a statement clearly identifying the activity / activities for which the QTC
re-designation is requested;

•

a statement that the candidate continues to have liability insurance commensurate with
the activities to be performed; and

•

any other documentation useful to support the evaluation of the request, such as a
letter of endorsement of the request issued by a relevant Governmental Authority or
Institution.

Upon receipt of one or more requests, the IAEA will appoint a Selection Committee,
with the composition described in Point 2 of Section 8 and the qualifications described in
Point 3 of Section 8, to review the request(s) and to provide recommendations to the
IAEA following the process described in Points 4 and 5 in Section 8.
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A Selection Committee is requested to conclude the evaluation process and to provide
recommendation to the IAEA at least one (1) month before the expiry date of the current
QTC designation.

4.

The IAEA will inform the QTC candidate of the result of its decision based on the
applicant’s self-assessment and on the recommendation of the Selection Committee. In
case of a negative outcome the IAEA will provide recommendations to the QTC to meet
the criteria for re-designation and the time frame to implement them. During this time
period, the QTC designation will be suspended. If the recommendations are not
satisfactorily implemented within the time frame indicated by the IAEA, the QTC
designation will be revoked.

5.

The renewal or re-designation of a QTC status will be communicated to a candidate
through an official communication from the IAEA that contains, inter alia, the
undertakings of the QTC and the IAEA, the scope of activities, the duration of the
designation, functions and clauses on termination, suspension, confidentiality, public
information, liability, settlement of disputes, etc.

11. General Considerations
11.1 Merit of a QTC Designation
A QTC designation does not confer any special IAEA status on an institution / organization,
nor does it imply IAEA recognition of pre-eminence in the technology field over other similar
institutions / organizations. A QTC shall not represent the IAEA, including communicating to
any other parties on behalf of the IAEA.

11.2 Legal aspects
The QTC concept will be implemented in accordance with applicable national and
international laws, regulations and standards.

12. References
[1]

INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY, Security of Radioactive Sources
Implementing Guide, IAEA Nuclear Security Series No. 11, IAEA, Vienna (2009).

[2]

INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY, Code of Conduct on the Safety and
Security of Radioactive Sources: Guidance on the Import and Export of Radioactive
Sources, IAEA/CODEOC/IMP-EXP/2005, IAEA, Vienna, (2005)

[3]

INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY, Categorization of Radioactive
Sources, Safety Standards Series No. RS-G-1.9, IAEA, Vienna, (2005).

[4]

INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY, International Conference on
Nuclear Security: Commitment and Actions, Vienna, Austria, (5-9 December 2016).
Page 21 of 23
Last Saved: 8/9/2019 10:06:00 AM
File: Draft-ToR-DSRSNet_D1.5.docx

Terms of Reference for the
Disused Sealed Radioactive Sources Network (DSRSNet)
INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY, Regulations for the Safe Transport
of Radioactive Material 2012 Edition, Specific Safety Requirements No. SSR-6,Vienna,
Austria, (2012).

[5]

13. APPENDIX I
I.1 Guidelines for designation
The following indicators should be considered for QTC candidate’s self-assessment and shall
be verified and evaluated by the Selection Committee for the designation process. Importance
of the indicators has to be considered by the Selection Committee in preparing the
recommendation to the IAEA.
Logistical Indicators

Importance

a.

evidence of successfully importing/exporting required resources
to/from other MS

+++

b.

successful experience working with hosts MS on logistics (e.g.,
visas, permits, etc.)

+++

Technical Indicators

Importance

a.

hold appropriate national license(s) applicable to DSRS
management

+++

b.

have suitably qualified and experienced personnel (according to
tasks of the designated QTC, see Page 11)

+++

c.

have the required resources

+++

d.

have relevant management programs

+++

Sustainability Indicators
a.

QTC candidates must provide evidence regarding the continued
availability of required resources to assure continuous and
reliable operation of the QTC candidate’s DSRS management
activities.

Importance
+++

(+++) High Importance; (++) Medium Importance; (+) Low Importance
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I.2 Guidelines for re-designation
Indicators for re-designation are the same of those for the designation. In addition, the
following Additional Indicators are to be taken into account for the re-designation process.

Additional Indicators

Importance

Number, duration and complexity of RMS requests accepted and
completed or in progress in the area(s) of DSRS management
activities for which the designation was awarded compared with the
total number of requests received;

+++

Review of the reasons for denied RMS requests;

++

RMS feedback;
License violations in last 5 years and corrective actions

++

Examples of international/regional outreach activities;
(+++) High Importance; (++) Medium Importance; (+) Low Importance
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