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BOSTON BOMBING 



Breaking News Is Broken

Don’t watch cable news. Shut off Twitter. You’d be better off cleaning 

your gutters.

By Farhad Manjoo Slate, April 19 2013…

“The real problem is that both Twitter and CNN now depend on technologies that 

make it possible to follow breaking news too closely.

We get stories much faster than we can make sense of them, informed by cellphone 

pictures and eyewitnesses found on social networks and dubious official sources like 

police scanner streams. Real life moves much slower than these technologies.”



Why did media perform so poorly?

“Breaking news events have always been difficult and confusing to cover; 

errors are frequently made.

“However, the near-infinite size of the news hole that media outlets are 

now expected to try to fill online, on cable, and in social media, even 

when little new or accurate information is available, exacerbates the 

challenge and creates perverse incentives,” 

Brenda Nyhan, Columbia Journalism Review, 22 April 2013



Protecting journalists to better 

prepare them

• “We don’t know how to cover this story, we feel ill equipped,” 
journalist at an Atomic Reporters workshop in Amman, Jordan, 
2014, on covering the possible use of a radiological dispersal 
device – a dirty bomb

• Accurate, timely  reporting will be of essence to avoid contributing 
to acute and inevitable fears in the event of a radiological 
emergency

• Prepare and inform journalists – one percent is used as a 
derogatory term – but given the nature of news reporting a 
handful of journalists taking the lead will provide a sea anchor.

• If not, be prepared for journalists to communicate their own fears 
adding to anxieties and challenging emergency response.



Atomic Reporters workshop for Middle 

East Journalists 



A proposal – invest in journalists

Atomic Reporters is part of the Fissile Material Working Group (FMWG) 
among whose recommendations for next year’s Nuclear Security Summit is 
our concern for the need for “enhanced interaction” with media as a means 
of reaching the public.

We are organizing  workshops and outreach to inform journalists about gaps 
remaining in nuclear security and developing an emergency response kit in 
the event of a radiological emergency for journalists. 

It will be provided to organizations such as the Committee to Protect 
Journalists, Reporters Without Borders, the International Press Institute and 
others to contribute to the emergency response plans of media organizations.

For more information contact

Peter.rickwood@atomicreporters.org


