
  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 A t the time I am drafting this message, 

our humanity is in the relentless bat-

tle against the ruthless COVID-19 pandemic, 

which has taken away more than 35,000 lives 

and has infected more than 700,000 people in 

over 200 countries and territories. I pray for 

the safety of all the people. I pray that we get 

through this coronavirus crisis together. 

 

I am honored by the editorial team of Fruit Fly 

News (FFN) to grant me this opportunity to 

share my story — a story of a fruit-fly worker in 

Thailand who started her career as a plant 

pathologist, and then changed direction to be 

the Head of a fruit-fly project. And who has be-

longed to the fruit-fly community ever since. 

 

My name is “Watchreeporn” — a name 

so long that some of my colleagues told 

me that they had to practice pronounc-

ing it for a month. I grew up in a small 

village in Thailand, which is 50 km 

away from center of the capital city. I 

went to Kasetsart University in Bang-

kok, which was the first and the most 

well-known university for agricultural 

science in the country. During those 4 

years, I joined the Kasetsart Student 

Volunteer Group — a volunteer group 

for students who share the goal of im-

proving the opportunity of children in 

remote areas. My volunteer friends and 

FFN #40 

With Kasetsart Volunteer Student group building schools in 

rural areas - 1978 

With tephritid fruit fly worker friends at 9th ISFFEI 2014. From left:  

Silva, Beatriz , Watchreeporn and Dina   

Who’s 

Watchreeporn Orankanok? 
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I raised funds through various activities 

at the same time we studied and took 

exams, then during the summer break 

we headed off together to rural areas to 

build schools for children as well as edu-

cate the villagers to improve their quali-

ty of life. I think it was during that time 

that I developed a strong bond with lo-

cal communities and that the passion to 

work for rural areas first sparked inside 

me. Afterwards I was appointed Head of 

female students when I was in my 4th 

year before completing a BSc in Agricul-

ture majoring in Plant Pathology.  

After I finished my MSc. in Plant Pathol-

ogy (Plant Virology) in 1982, I went on 

to teach at the Agricultural Technology 

College for two years before getting 

transferred to Department of Agricul-

tural Extension (DOAE) in 1984. My 

first duty with DOAE was IPM for sugar-

cane white leaf disease control by using 

a clean seed-cane scheme under the 

guidance of Dr. Hideko Koike from 

USDA.  It was the first time that the 

technique of plant tissue culture was 

used to produce a great number of dis-

ease-free sugarcane plantlets for clean 

seed-cane fields. The first establishment 

for the clean seed-cane system for all 

the sugarcane plantations in Thailand 

was successful, yet very challenging, but 

to keep continuing this campaign was 

even more challenging.  

 My life as a plant pathologist reached a 

turning point in October 2000 when the 
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Key persons for the established AW-IPM Fruit Fly Con-

trol using SIT in Thailand (2001).  From left: Mr. Viwat 

Wornoayporn, Prof. Dr. Aldo Malavasi, Former DG-

DOAE Mr. Pramoj Raksarath, Dr. Walther Enkerlin, Ms. 

Watchreeporn Orankanok and Mr. Manon Sutantawong  

With Rafael Argiles Herrero and Jorge Hendrichs 

With fruit fly worker friends in Mauritius, 21-25 September 

2009  
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counterpart of the project under the support of 

IAEA called “Fruit Fly Control Using Sterile In-

sect Technique Project” retired. I was called 

from DG-DOAE to take on this responsibility. 

Can you imagine how crazy this was; when a 

plant pathologist suddenly becomes the Head of 

an insect-related project? At that moment I did 

not even known what fruit flies were. Of course, 

I knew that they were tiny insect pests that often 

damaged many almost-ripe mangoes at the back 

yard of my home and made my mother super 

angry because of that. At first, my life with the 

fruit fly control program seemed as if 

it had turned back to the university 

student life where everything was 

merely a new, fresh thing to explore. 

However, I gradually gained experi-

ence, and the most important sup-

port for starting and carrying on my 

career as a fruit-fly worker came from 

the team of Insect Pest Control Sec-

tion, IAEA, with Dr. Jorge Hendrichs 

as section head, Dr. Walther Enkerlin 

as technical expert of projects, and 

many world renowned experts such 

as Drs. Aldo Malavasi, Micha Silver, 

Jonathan Knight, Kevin Hoffman, 

Kuba, Roger Vargas, Jorge Cancino, 

Don McInnis, Dina Orozco-Davila, 

and many more unnamed colleagues 

who kindly gave me helping hands 

and always clarified all the questions 

I had.  

 

I worked for another 10 years in the 

AW-IPM of Fruit Flies programme to 
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With Fruit Fly Team (Thailand) 

With Fruit Fly Team (Thailand) 

With Fruit Fly Team (Thailand) 
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control the two main Bactrocera species that 

occur in Thailand, B. dorsalis and B. correc-

ta, and the project’s achievements opened up 

opportunities for mangoes produced from 

the two pilot areas to be exported to some of 

the most lucrative markets such as Japan, 

South Korea and Malaysia. In addition to the 

funds provided by IAEA, the program also 

received the financial support from the 

Farmer’s Assistance Fund to expand the fruit

-fly control area to over 16,000 hectares in 

20 provinces. At that point, I thought that we 

had reached the peak stage of the pro-

gramme. However, I had to leave all those 

responsibilities to Miss Suksom Chinvinijkul 

and my FF-team Thailand after coming back 

from 8th ISFFEI 2010 in Valencia, Spain.  

I moved on to combat a very serious epidem-

ic caused by an exotic pest, Cassava Pink 

Mealybug (CPM). Its destructive invasion 

reached its peak in over 230,796 hectares 

in all the cassava planting provinces, with 

an estimated loss of 1,000 million USD. I 

was called upon to fill the role of Director 

of the Pest Management Division in the 

battle against CPM, working with more 

than 5,000 officers, 441,000 farming fami-

lies with the budget 30 million USD using 

the same basic scheme as the one used for 

AW-fruit fly control. Besides the effective-

ness of the method itself, the key success 

factors of this project were our farmers’ 

great cooperation, a strong sense of collab-

oration and our knowledge empowerment. 

After 3 years under AW-IPM, Thailand fi-

nally declared that the CPM outbreak was 

on retreat in May 2013. FAO awarded the 

“Edouard Saouma Award” for the year 2014 
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With farmers 
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– 2015 to Thailand’s Ministry of Agricul-

ture and Coopratives for that outstanding 

achievement. 

After succeeding in CPM control, I got a 

promotion as a pest management expert 

of DOAE. It was during that time that 

Thailand got the honour to host the 9th 

ISFFEI, which hit a new record with 

more than 396 participants from 62 

countries. Please accept my heartfelt 

gratitude and sincere thanks once again 

for the valuable cooperation from Drs. 

Aldo Malavasi, Jorge Hendrichs, Rui Car-

doso Pereira, Teresa Vera, Beatriz Sa-

bater, fruit fly friends and team-Thailand. 

Without all of you, this symposium could 

not possibly have met all the objectives we 

had set.   

 

It just like a bad joke in my life. Every time 

I tell myself, “After this hard work, I will 

relaxingly read some interesting research 
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Awards ceremony—9th ISFFEI 2014 

Group Photo- The 9th International Symposium on Fruit Flies of 

Economic Importance  12-16 May 2014, Bangkok, Thailand  
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papers outside my field of work and have 

some me time”, there is always some even 

tougher challenges coming my way.  For 

that time, right after the ISFFEI symposi-

um was successfully completed, Thailand 

faced serious a water shortage and drought 

that severely disrupted crop planting and 

harvesting. Thai farmers unavoidably suf-

fered from the drastic falls in income. It 

seemed like people thought that “Oh! That 

Watchreeporn from DOAE can definitely 

make magic. Let’s just assign her to this 

project to help the farmers“, but I cannot 

explain to you how much my confidence 

was shaken at that time. 

Eventually, the big project named “9101 fol-

low the Father’s Footprints, under His 

Majesty’s Graciousness, for Sustainable 

Agriculture Development”- so-called in 

short as “Project 9101 follow the Father’s 

Footprints”- was approved by the govern-

ment cabinet to help more than 7.78 mil-

lion farmers sustain their incomes during 

the crisis.  This, by adopting and applying 

the theories of His Majesty the Late King 

Bhumibol Adulyadej, which practically focus 

on self-empowerment and self-reliance. The 

budget that amounted to 1,000 million USD 

flowed to the 9101 agricultural communities 

by transparency, fair, and auditable man-

agement of the books.  

 

Later in 2017, I moved forward to an inter-

national position, acting as the chair of the 

ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Agricul-
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Photo with H.R.H. Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn on the accasion 

of performing duties under the Princess agricultural project. 

Visiting agricultural communities under “9101 follow the Fa-

ther’s Footprints  project“ 2017 

Awards ceremony 2010 -  Watchreeporn received the State Excel-

lence Award 2010 “Good Governance for Better Life” for the success 

of the project that helped sustainably Thai farmers suffering from the 

drastical fall in income during drought crisis.  
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tural Trainging and Extension (AWGATE) 

and was appointed Chair of Integrated Pest 

Management Committee of The Asia-Pacific 

Plant Protection Commission (APPPC). 

 

My life as a member of the government team 

ended in September 2017. After retirement, 

I still work full-time as an Advisor of the 

DOAE and part-time as a Consultant and 

Advisor on Thai Agriculture to assist the Of-

fice of Special Agriculture Representative, 

The Embassy of Republic of the Philippines. 

Moreover, my last duty is working as an ex-

pert of Senate Commission on Agriculture 

and Cooperatives, Thailand’s Parliament. It 

seems like I’m one of those workaholic peo-

ple, but I always aim to achieve the work-life 

balance by spending time with my family, 

travelling, joining a choir,  

taking a dancing class and partying.    

 

I cannot answer exactly which job or which 

project is my proudest accomplishment. I 

devoted all my efforts to every one of my re-

sponsibilities until satisfactory results 

were achieved. Thankfully, I am never 

alone. I have always been strongly 

supported by many friends, col-

leagues and the good “Team Thai-

land”.  Yet, one thing I could say is 

that the best discovery I made during 

my career is the friendship among 

fruit fly workers. All of you are 

unique. I can confirm that. 

 

Watchreeporn Orankanok 

Watchreeporn Orankanok 

Chair of the ASEAN Sectorial working group on Agricultural Training 

and Extension (AWGATE)-2017 
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