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I was born and 

raised on a farm in 

the Achterhoek, in 

the eastern part of 

the Netherlands, 

close to the Ger-

man border. My 

parents were not very rich, so our way of 

transport were bicycles. As family, we cycled 

through the whole region, looking at plants and 

animals. I am convinced that that gave us a very 

valuable base. We used to rear all kind of ani-

mals as kids, like spiders, caterpillars, salaman-

ders, birds or fishes.  My plans for the future 

would definitely include animals or plants! 

After secondary school I went to a horticultural 

school, but being in a greenhouse, seeing only 

one crop for a whole year was not exactly a fu-

ture I had in mind for myself. During intern-

ships I worked for the Plant Protection Services, 

with an entomologist who thought me a lot 

about pest insects. So I continued studying and 

went to the tropical Agricultural School in 

Deventer, studying Plant Protection. Part of the 

study was a six month internship in an agricul-

tural company, somewhere in the tropics, South 

America being my favorite. I accidently ended 

up in Suriname, on the Agricultural Experiment 

Station, where I worked in various departments, 

among which Entomology. Ending up there 

must have been written in the stars, because af-

ter the study I returned to Suriname in 1981, 

where I started working in the Entomol-

ogy department. 

Some years later, with a knowledge 

about fruit flies that would fit on an A4 

page, someone brought some guava 

fruits with jumping larvae, and that 

would eventually determine my further 

career. Those larvae turned out to be 

Bactrocera’s. According to literature not 

something that should be in South 

America. How would those end up so far 

away from their original home country, 

Indonesia?   

Suriname is a small, though big country. 

Big, as it is four times as big as the Neth-

erlands; but small, as it has only 

600.000 inhabitants, and those inhabit-

ants come from all over the world. 

Around 15 % originate from Java, Indo-

nesia, so there are connections to Asia. 

Someone must have travelled by air, 

brought some nice fruit, found larvae in 

them and threw them away. Larvae in 

fruit are common in Suriname, but these 

were usually from Anastrepha species. 

The first specimens were found in 1975, 

and kept in the insect collection of the 

Ministry. So when the flies in the eight-

ies turned up, some specimens of 1975, 

and the new specimens were sent for 

identification. 

Read more 

Interview with 

Alies van Sauers-Muller 

FFN43 January 2022 

https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/FFN43JAN2022/Alies_van_Sauers_Muller_interview.pdf
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Manoukis Nick: pending 

De Meyer Marc: Done! 

Mexico new medfly facility: ready! 

FFN43 January 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new state of the art Mediterranean 

fruit fl y mass-rearing and irradiation facil-

ity in Metapa de Dominguez, Mexico, will 

play a major role in keeping the country 

free of these insect pests. (Photo: SENASI-

CA-SADER) 

One billion sterile flies a week – that is the produc-

tion of the world’s second largest Mediterranean 

fruit fly facility, opened earlier in 2021, with sup-

port from the IAEA, in cooperation with the Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the United Na-

tions (FAO). The factory of sterilized flies, located 

in the Chiapas state at its south-eastern 

border with Guatemala, will help keep the 

country’s growing agriculture pest free.   

Mexico’s National Fruit Fly Programme 

(PNMF) has been an IAEA Collaborating 

Centre since 2010 – supporting the IAEA 

in providing assistance on SIT to countries 

in the region, and the PNMF has now been 

re-designated as a Collaborating Centre for 

a further four years. 

Read more 

New Mediterranean Fruit Fly                 

Facility in Mexico:  

to Keep Insect Pests at Bay and Save Fruit Production and Exports 

Monica Exner 

IAEA Office of Public Information and Communication 

https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/news/new-mediterranean-fruit-fly-facility-in-mexico-to-keep-insect-pests-at-bay-and-save-fruit-production-and-exports
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/news/new-mediterranean-fruit-fly-facility-in-mexico-to-keep-insect-pests-at-bay-and-save-fruit-production-and-exports
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Marc De Meyer1, Pia Addison², Annelies Kayenbergh1 & Massimiliano Virgilio1  

1 Royal Museum for Central Africa, Tervuren Belgium,  

² Stellenbosch University, Stellenbosch South Africa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recently, the Royal Museum for Central 

Africa (Belgium) in collaboration with 

Stellenbosch University (South Africa) 

put together two multi-entry identifica-

tion keys for selected groups of fruit flies.  

The first one contains characters to differentiate 

between adults of 29 fruit fly species of the sub-

family Dacinae, that are considered of economic 

importance to agriculture and horticulture in 

Sub-Saharan Africa. This key is composed with-

in the framework of the STDF (Standards and 

Trade Development Facility) project F³ Fruit Fly 

Free: Establishment and maintenance of fruit 

production areas free and under low prevalence 

of fruit fly pests in southern Africa. It includes 

all major pest species of the genera Bactrocera, 

Ceratitis, Dacus, Trirhithrum and Zeugodacus 

regularly encountered in surveying, de-

tection and pest control activities. The 

key provides subsets of species for differ-

ent geographic regions on the continent 

(western, central, eastern, southern Afri-

ca) as well as the islands of the Western 

Indian Ocean. In addition, for each spe-

cies a condensed datasheet is provided 

with the basic information regarding 

morphology, biology, host range, distri-

bution, impact and management.  

Read more 

Electronic multi-entry identification key 

for selected fruit flies  

(Diptera, Tephritidae, Dacinae)  

of economic importance 

https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/FFN43JAN2022/highlights_Marc_De_Meyer_FF_id_apps.pdf
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Manoukis Nicholas  

There has been increased interest in the appli-

cation of TrapGrid over the last months from 

researchers and action programs. The 

TrapGrid software, which implements a com-

puter model first published in 20141, is focused 

on quantifying the capture probability of insect 

pests in a given network of attractant-based 

traps. It accomplishes this by using a function 

to represent capture probability based on 

physical distance from a given trap and 

then simulating the distribution of in-

sects to be captured over time. Origi-

nally the model and TrapGrid were 

built around trap networks targeting 

Tephritids  

Read more 

TrapGrid Model Seeing       

Increased Development and 

Application 

Trapping experiments and trap gird in Hilo                                

to test new delimitation approaches  

https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/FFN43JAN2022/highlights_Nicholas_Manoukis_TrapGrid.pdf
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International Center of Insect Physiology and Ecology (icipe), Nairobi, Kenya 

and 

Department of Zoology and Entomology, University of Pretoria, Pretoria, South Africa  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 -Tell us something about yourself; where 
did you grow up, and where did you study, 
and what degree did you obtain?  
 
I was born and raised in Wakiso, a district in the 

outskirts of Kampala, the capital of Uganda. Most 

of my early education was completed in schools in 

my district. Uganda relies heavily on agriculture, 

so I decided to pursue a BSc degree in animal pro-

duction and management at Busitema University. 

However, I realized I had a passion for entomolo-

gy, so at MSc level, I joined the insect physiology 

laboratory at Anadolu University in Turkey where 

I completed a research project on the eco-

toxicological effects of boric acid on Gal-

leria mellonella. Currently, I am pursuing 

a PhD in Zoology in the Department of Zo-

ology and Entomology at the University of 

Pretoria while running my experiments at 

icipe. I am supported by a highly competi-

tive ARPPIS-DAAD PhD scholarship and 

supervised by Samira Mohamed, Jeremy 

Herren, Fathiya Khamis, Shepard Ndlela, 

and Chris Weldon. 

 
2 - What inspired you to choose your 
field of research; why fruit flies? 

I was not familiar with fruit flies until a 

few years back when I started noticing 

maggots in many of the mangoes we pur-

chased from markets. When finding them, 

my father would jokingly say “What can 

we do my daughter? Do not think much 

into it. If you find any infested part, cut it 

out and eat the rest. That is how it has al-

ways been.” This statement came as a chal-

lenge to me to reduce food waste. I found 

out that these maggots were fruit flies. Cu-

riosity led me to the enormous amount of 

research done by icipe, which coinci-

dentally, had advertised a PhD project re-

lated to the management of tephritid fruit 

flies.  Read more  

Interview with 

Rehemah Gwokyalya 

https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/FFN43JAN2022/Rehemah_Gwokyalya_icipe_young_scientists_corner.pdf
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/FFN43JAN2022/Rehemah_ICPE_postgraduate_corner_FFN43_January2022.pdf
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Applied BioSciences, Macquarie University, Sydney, NSW, 2109, Australia 

 

Interview with 

Tahereh Moadeli 

Tahereh Moadeli presenting at Third FAO–

IAEA International Conference on Area-wide 

Management of Insect Pests Integrating the 

Sterile Insect and Related Nuclear and Other 

Techniques. Vienna, Austria 

1 -Tell us something about your-
self; where did you grow up, and 
where did you study, and what de-
gree did you obtain?  
 
I am from Shiraz, a historical city located 
in the southwest of Iran (Fars Province). 
I lived and studied in different cities in 
Iran before moving to Australia on Janu-
ary 2015.  
 
I have obtained a Bachelor's degree 
in “Plant Protection” and a Master of Sci-
ence degree in “Entomology” from Irani-
an Universities (University of Zabol and 
University of Tabriz, respectively).  
 
In Australia, for Master of Research and 
PhD in “Biological Sciences”, I worked 
on a nationally important project at Mac-
quarie University, and graduated in 
2019.    
 
 
2 - What inspired you to choose 
your field of research; why fruit 
flies? 
 
I have always been enthusiastic about 

research, having a problem solving atti-

tude. With a focus on low risk pest man-

agement strategies, I have worked on 

several destructive pests including the 

beet armyworm, Spodoptera exigua.  

Read more 

https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/FFN43JAN2022/Tahereh_Moadeli_young_scientists_corner.pdf
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FFN interview  

Call for nomination of                 

Young Scientists 

FFN43 January 2022 

 

Dear colleagues and members of the tephritid workers community,  

We would be very grateful if you 

could nominate a couple of your 

Young Scientists to undertake the 

FFN interview exercise. 

An invitation will be sent to se-

lected students based on the re-

gion, gender, and topic balance. 

The aim is to give the early career 

researchers with a Ph.D. the op-

portunity to introduce them-

selves to the tephritid fruit fly 

community, develop their net-

work, and talk about their re-

search work and a little bit about their life in an informal way. 

 

Deadline to receive the nominations:               

30 May 2022 
Contact: FFN Editors 

pliedo@ecosur.mx, bakri@uca.ac.ma, bnb303@gmail.com  
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 11th International Symposium of 

Fruit Flies of Economic Importance 

(ISFFEI)  

13-18 November 2022 

Sydney, Australia  

1st announcement  

More information: www.11isffei.com 

 

 3rd joint meeting: 

37th Annual Meeting of  
The International Society of Chemical 
Ecology,  

12th Conference of  Asia-Pacific Associa-

tion of Chemical Ecologists 

6-10 August 2022,                                   
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

Hosted by Dr. Alvin Hee (Universiti Putra 

Malaysia) 

  

Meeting of the Working Group on 

“Integrated Control in Citrus Fruit Crops”  

4-6 April 2022 

Napflio, Greece  

 

Meetings 

https://www.11isffei.com
https://www.11isffei.com
https://www.11isffei.com
https://secure.tcc.co.nz/ei/images/ISFFEI22/11ISFFEI-1st-Announcement.pdf
https://www.chemecol.org/annualmeeting.shtml
https://www.chemecol.org/annualmeeting.shtml
https://www.chemecol.org/annualmeeting.shtml
https://www.newapace.com/councilors.html
https://www.newapace.com/councilors.html
http://web.nitlab.inf.uth.gr/iobc_citrus
https://www.11isffei.com/
https://www.chemecol.org/annualmeeting.shtml
http://web.nitlab.inf.uth.gr/iobc_citrus
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REMEMBRANCE 

Giants of chemical ecologists and  

Pheromone Synthesis 

 

Special Issues in Honor of  

Professor Dr. Dr. hc mult. Wittko Francke,  

28 November 1940 - 27 December 2020 

And of Professor Kenji Mori (passed away on 

Apr. 16, 2019 ) 

 

A wonderful VIDEO celebrating the Life and Legacy  

of Wittko Franck and paying homage to other  

passing scientists as Peter Landolt (1952–2019) 

FFN43 January 2022 

Kenji Mori 

Wittko Francke 

Subscribe to the  

Newsflash  

and join the rest of the 

tephritid fruit fly commu-

nity around the world! 

Subscribe to start receiving the latest 

breaking news delivered directly to your 

inbox, so you will not miss important 

events about tephritid fruit flies 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10886-021-01335-1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10886-021-01327-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HHQzvaJB33U
https://www.goodfruit.com/peter-landolt-1952-2019/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10886-021-01327-1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10886-021-01335-1
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Lists/News/News%20View%20all.aspx
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/default.aspx
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Insect Pest Control Newsletter 

No. 98, January 2022 

FLY TIMES issue 67, 

Fall 2021 

FF-IPM-Bulletin-issue 3 

December 2021 
IE December 2021 

Books, Proceedings, Newsletters   

https://www.iaea.org/publications/15072/insect-pest-control-newsletter-no-98-january-2022
https://fruitflies-ipm.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/FFIPM_newsletter_03.pdf
https://dipterists.org/assets/PDF/flytimes067.pdf
https://www.iaea.org/publications/15072/insect-pest-control-newsletter-no-98-january-2022
https://www.iaea.org/publications/15072/insect-pest-control-newsletter-no-98-january-2022
https://dipterists.org/assets/PDF/flytimes067.pdf
https://dipterists.org/assets/PDF/flytimes067.pdf
https://fruitflies-ipm.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/FFIPM_newsletter_03.pdf
https://fruitflies-ipm.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/FFIPM_newsletter_03.pdf
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Lists/News/DispForm.aspx?ID=1461&ContentTypeId=0x0100E051773707C04949A2F50750BBDBE134
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PREVIOUS 

FRUIT FLY 

MEETINGS  

AND PRO-

CEEDINGS 
 

TEPHRITID 

FRUIT FLY  

REGIONAL 

GROUPS 
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Proceedings of the 
4th TEAM  meeting, 

La Grande Motte, 
France 

5 to 9 October 2020  

The proceedings of the 
TEAM meeting that took 
place last year in La 
Grande Motte (France), 
but was mainly attended 
virtually by TEAM mem-
bers, is now published in 
the latest issue of ‘Fruits’ 
the International Journal 
of Tropical and Subtropi-
cal Horticulture, volume 
76, issue 6  

All articles are open      

access and accessible 

here.  

Books, Proceedings, Newsletters   

http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Newsletters/Forms/Fruit%20Fly%20News1.aspx
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Newsletters/Forms/TEAM%20Newsletter.aspx
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Newsletters/Forms/TAAO%20Newsletter.aspx
http://www-naweb.iaea.org/nafa/ipc/public/newsletters-ipc.html
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=62076ee2286f048ea1e53f96d&id=5d39841401
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/International-Fruit-Fly-Symposia.aspx
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/International-Fruit-Fly-Symposia.aspx
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/International-Fruit-Fly-Symposia.aspx
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/International-Fruit-Fly-Symposia.aspx
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/International-Fruit-Fly-Symposia.aspx
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/Groups.aspx
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/Groups.aspx
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/Groups.aspx
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/Groups.aspx
https://www.pubhort.org/fruits/fruitsindex_76_6.htm
https://www.pubhort.org/fruits/fruitsindex_76_6.htm
https://www.pubhort.org/fruits/archives.htm

