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I was born in the small town of Kingaroy in ru-

ral Queensland, descended from a German 

farming community. Consequently, I always 

wanted to have a career in Agriculture, which 

is the basic reason why I ended up in Entomol-

ogy and fruit fly as pests of horticulture. 

I joined the Queensland Department of Agri-

culture from high school in 1962 and for five 

years studied towards my Bachelor of Science 

degree while working as a field assistant to ag-

ricultural scientists over different disciplines. I 

gravitated towards Entomology. I greatly en-

joyed my studies at the University of Queens-

land majoring in Entomology, and 

working in the Entomology branch of 

the Queensland Department of Agricul-

ture as a research scientist. The Univer-

sity of Queensland in that era had a 

wonderful Department of Entomology 

with inspiring teachers who led a large 

number of students of the day into ca-

reers in Entomology. Coincidentally, 

the University of Hawaii had a very 

similar, thriving Entomology Depart-

ment to that of the University of 

Queensland, and in later years I had 

considerable collaboration with schol-

ars such as Drs Elmo Hardy and Wally 

Mitchell in that Department.  

Having decided that I wanted to be-
come an Entomologist, through both 
my experience as a field assistant in the 
Department of Agriculture and study-
ing at the University of Queensland, I 
ended up taking on fruit fly research as 
a result of the premature death of Dr 
Alan May who was Australian’s leading 
fruit fly scientist of the day, and based 
in the Queensland Department of Agri-
culture. In 1967, the then Director of 
Entomology asked me to take on the 
fruit fly work but little did I realise that 
it would become all-consuming as a re-
sult of my passion for that field.  

Read more 

Interview with 

Richard A.I. (Dick) Drew 

FFN44 July 2022 

https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/FFN44July2022/Drew_interview_FFN44_July2022.pdf
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Australia is preparing to welcome tephritid fruit 

fly workers’ guests in November 2022.  

Launched in 1982, this is the first time the Inter-

national Symposium on Fruit Flies of Economic 

Importance is being held on Australia soil. Per-

haps, for many this will be the first time to visit 

Australia! Beside the usual rich scientific pro-

gramme presenting the latest findings, attendees 

will discover charming places such as the fa-

mous Sydney Harbour Sightseeing Cruise, so-

cialise with new friends, and meet old ones. 

 For the plenary session, the distinguished 

speaker - Professor Ary Hoffmann AC will deliv-

er a presentation about a highly topical issue of 

major importance nowadays: “Fly evolutionary 

adaptation: what have we learnt, where are we 

going?”.  Prof. Hoffmann is a geneticist and evo-

lutionary biologist who undertakes research on 

climate change adaptation and insect endosym-

bionts.  

To provide more time to colleagues wish-

ing to attend and benefit from the low 

rate , Earlybird Registration has been 

extended to 15 September 2022. 

For those not able to attend in per-

son, there is a possibility to partici-

pate online. 

More details can be found in the 11th 

ISFFEI website and in the 4th announce-

ment. 

Polychronis Rempoulakis (Chair of the Local Or-

ganizing Committee) 

Rui Cardoso Pereira (Chair of the International 

Fruit Fly Steering Committee)  

 11th International Symposium on  

Fruit Flies of Economic Importance  

Sydney, NSW, Australia 13 – 18 November 2022 

Rui Cardoso Pereira &  Polychronis Rempoulakis  

FFN44 July 2022 
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Australia is preparing to welcome tephritid fruit 

fly workers’ guests from all around the world, in 

November 2022.  Launched in 1982, this is the 

first time the International Symposium on Fruit 

Flies of Economic Importance is being held on 

Australia soil. Perhaps, for many this will be the 

first time to visit Australia!  

In the fruit fly world, Australia is considered a 

hub for science and technological innovation, 

where many scientists and R&D practitioners 

are leading cutting edge work on tephritid fruit 

flies biology and management.  

Besides the rich scientific programme present-

ing the latest findings, symposium attendees will 

discover charming places such as the famous 

Sydney Harbour, participate in technical tours, 

socialise with new friends, and meet old ones.  

For the plenary session, the distinguished speak-

er - Professor Ary Hoffmann will deliver a 

presentation about a highly topical issue of ma-

jor importance nowadays: “Fly evolutionary ad-

aptation: what have we learnt, where are we 

going?”.  Prof. Hoffmann is a geneticist and evo-

lutionary biologist who undertakes research on 

climate change adaptation and insect en-

dosymbionts.  

To provide more time to colleagues wish-

ing to attend and benefit from the low 

rate, Earlybird Registration has been ex-

tended to 15 September 2022. 

For those not able to attend in per-

son, there is a possibility to partici-

pate online. All registered partici-

pants, both in person and virtual, will 

have the option to see live the meeting 

online, and to access, with a password, 

the recorded presentations for 6 months 

after the symposium.  

More details can be found in the 11th 

ISFFEI website and in the 4th announce-

ment. 

For any enquiry please contact: 

Polychronis Rempoulakis (Chair of 

the Local Organizing Committee). 

Rui Cardoso Pereira (Chair of the In-

ternational Fruit Fly Steering Commit-

tee). 

 11th International Symposium on Fruit Flies of 

Economic Importance 

What’s New?  

https://www.11isffei.com
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Lists/News/Attachments/1518/11ISFFEI-Fourth-Announcement.pdf
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/International-Fruit-Fly-Symposia.aspx
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/International-Fruit-Fly-Symposia.aspx
https://www.11isffei.com
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Lists/News/Attachments/1518/11ISFFEI-Fourth-Announcement.pdf
mailto:polychronis.rempoulakis@dpi.nsw.gov.au
mailto:R.Cardoso-Pereira@iaea.org
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Yusuf Uzun1, Mehmet Resit Tolun2, Halil Tanyer Eyyuboglu3, Filiz Sarı4  

 1Graduate School of Natural and Applied Sciences, Aksaray University, Aksaray; 2Department of Soft-

ware Engineering, Cankaya University, Ankara; 3Department of Electrical and Electronics Engineering, 

Cankiri Karatekin University, Cankiri; 4Department of Electrical and Electronics Engineering, Aksaray 

University, Aksaray, Turkey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medfly presence in agricultural fields must 

be monitored systematically for effective 

combat against the pest. Special traps are 

utilized in the field to catch Medflies which 

will reveal their presence, and applying 

pesticides at the right time will help reduce 

their population.  

A technologically supported automated 

remote monitoring system should elim-

inate frequent site visits as a more eco-

nomical solution. In this paper, a deep 

learning system that can detect Medfly 

images on a picture and count their 

numbers is developed. A special trap 

equipped with an integrated camera 

that can daily take photos of the sticky 

band in the trap where Medflies are 

caught is utilized. Obtained pictures are 

then transmitted by an electronic cir-

cuit containing a SIM card to the cen-

tral server where the object detection 

algorithm runs. Read more 

 

Source: Journal of Agricultural Engi-

neering June2022 

https://doi.org/10.4081/jae.2022.1381  

AI system for the detection of the Mediterranean 

fruit fly (Medfly), Ceratitis Capitata - 

advantages and challenges 

FFN44 July 2022 

With permission from SEDQ Healthy Crops S.L. 

https://www.agroengineering.org/index.php/jae/article/view/1381
https://doi.org/10.4081/jae.2022.1381%20
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Programa Operativo Moscas de la Fruta 

Camino a Cacahotales s/n Col. Centro, Metapa de Domínguez Chiapas, C.P. 30860 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 - Tell us something about yourself; where 

did you grow up, and where did you study, 

and what degree did you obtain? 

I was born in a town in the state of Michoacan 

called Pastor Ortiz (which belongs to the munici-

pality of José Sixto Verduzco), and due to my fa-

ther's employment situation, I spent my childhood 

between the state of Michoacan and Mexico City.  

During high school in the city of Jacona Micho-

acan, I opted for biological sciences where the Bi-

ologist Martha Laura Ovando was my source of 

inspiration, so I actively participated in 

her biology classes. When I finished high 

school I moved to the city of Morelia, Mi-

choacan where I studied Biology at the 

Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolás 

de Hidalgo (UMSNH).  

I graduated as a biologist in 2009 and 

worked on a project with pollinators in the 

Chamela–Cuixmala Biosphere Reserve, in 

the state of Jalisco, Mexico. At that time, I 

decided to study as a postgraduate, but I 

was not interested in continuing work with 

the pollinators, rather, I wanted some-

thing more applied and with a social im-

pact, so biological control became the area 

in which I wanted to interact.  

In 2010, I enrolled for a master's degree at 

the Institute of Agricultural and Forestry 

Research (IIAF) of the UMSNH. For my 

dissertation, I studied the impact of para-

sitoids on the control of Mexican fruit fly. 

After that, I continued with Doctoral stud-

ies, at the Colegio de la Frontera Sur 

(ECOSUR) Tapachula unit. 

Read more  

Interview with 

Amanda Ayala 

FFN44 July 2022 

https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/FFN44July2022/Ayala_Young_Scientist_Corner%20FFN44_July2022.pdf
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/FFN44July2022/Ayala_Young_Scientist_Corner%20FFN44_July2022.pdf
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/FFN43JAN2022/Rehemah_ICPE_postgraduate_corner_FFN43_January2022.pdf
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USDA ARS 64 Nowelo St. Hilo, HI 

charles.mason@usda.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I grew up in the Northeast United States in a 

small town in Pennsylvania. In the past, my fam-

ily were heavily involved in dairy farming in 

what is a very challenging place to farm. That 

inspired me to pursue a career in agriculture. I 

attended Penn State for my undergraduate de-

gree in Agroecology, before conducting a PhD in 

Entomology at the University of Wisconsin-

Madison. As a student, I had a persistent inter-

est in plant-insect interactions, and the mecha-

nisms by which plants defend themselves and 

how insects can overcome those barriers. That 

line of study led me to working on gut 

microbiomes, which have been a feature 

of my research since early in grad school. 

Prior to my current position, I returned 

to Penn State for a postdoctoral position 

integrating microbiome science with 

plant-herbivore interactions.  

 

Fruit flies were on my periphery when I 

was a student. However, papers by lead-

ers in tephritid research inspired my ear-

ly experiments. The early tephritid mi-

crobiome research was so valuable for 

framing some of the questions that 

launched my career.  So, when the USDA 

ARS posted a scientist position with a 

focus on tephritid-microbe-plant inter-

actions I had to jump at the chance. I feel 

that control strategies in tephritids offer 

tremendous opportunity to exploit mi-

crobes that may be challenging or not 

economical in others. I also believe that 

fruit flies offer the ability for me to con-

duct research that is of personal interest 

to me while still providing major impact 

on global agricultural systems. Finally, 

being able to contribute to a  

Read more  

Interview with 

Charles Mason 

FFN44 July 2022 

https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/FFN44July2022/Mason_USDA_Young_Scientist_Corner_FFN44_July2022.pdf
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Interview with 

Fabiana Sassù 

 
 
 

1 -Tell us something about yourself; 
where did you grow up, and where 
did you study, and what degree did 
you obtain?  
 

I grew up in Rome where I lived most of 
my life. After obtaining the bachelor’s de-
gree in Environmental Sciences I spent the 
one year in London to study English and 
get the IELTS certificate. Once back, I grad-
uated with a Master in Natural Science, 
and I immediately applied for the Ph.D. 
exam. In Italy Ph.D. positions are very lim-
ited and people must pass a written and 
oral test to gain one. But I didn't get, so I 
decided to apply for positions abroad. 
While searching, I had applied for a small 
scholarship and worked as a young fellow 
in a research centre. After one year, I got a 
few Skype interviews, and I was finally se-
lected for the SIT project on Drosophila 
suzukii supported by the FWF in collabora-
tion with the FAO/IAEA. After a bit more 
than three years at the IPCL, I had ob-
tained a PhD degree with a thesis in: 
"Biological control of Drosophila suzukii 
using the Sterile Insect Technique". 
 
Read more 

FFN44 July 2022 

Department of Parasitology, Charles University, 

Prague, the Czech Republic 

https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/FFN44July2022/Sassu_Young_Scientist_Corner_FFN44_July2022.pdf
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FFN interview for 

Young Scientist’s Corner 

Call for nominations 

 

Dear colleagues, supervisors, and   

members of the tephritid workers    

community, 

FFN and it's readers are always keen to 

hear from young and upcoming scien-

tists who are working in the field of fruit 

fly research.  

In this regard, we would be very grateful 

if you could nominate a couple of your 

Young Scientists to undertake the FFN 

interview exercise. 

From nominations received for each FFN edition we will select candidates 

in order to obtain a balance between topic, gender and region. 

The aim of this initiative is to give the early career researchers with a Ph.D. 

the opportunity to introduce themselves to the tephritid fruit fly communi-

ty, develop their network, and talk about their research work and a little bit 

about their life in an informal way. 

Deadline to receive the nominations:  30 November 2022 

Contact: FFN Editors 

Pablo Liedo, Brian Barnes, Abdel Bakri   

FFN44 July 2022 

mailto:pliedo@ecosur.mx
mailto:pliedo@ecosur.mx
mailto:bnb303@gmail.com
mailto:bnb303@gmail.com
mailto:bakri@uca.ac.ma
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 Research Entomologist (P4) 

 

A Research Entomologist position is  now open at the Insect Pest Control 

Section, Seibersdorf Laboratory,  to candidates with the following  

qualification and skills: 

 Advanced university degree (Master's) in entomology or related biolog-

ical sciences.  

 At least 7 years of working experience, of which at least half should 

have been at the international level, in one or more of the following ar-

eas: insect colonization, mass rearing, behavioural ecology and quality 

control of various fruit flies and/or other major plant pests, and assess-

ment/management of insect genetic sexing strains.  

 Experience in the identification and application of pest control practic-

es that reduce losses caused by fruit flies and/or other plant pests .  

Read more  

Closing date:  04 October 2022 @midnight 

Rui Cardoso Pereira |SH 

Insect Pest Control Section | Joint FAO/IAEA Centre 

International Atomic Energy Agency |Vienna | Austria 

FFN44 July 2022 

Job Opportunity 

https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Lists/News/Attachments/1517/Research%20Entomologist%20(P4)%20.pdf
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Lists/News/Attachments/1517/Research%20Entomologist%20(P4)%20.pdf
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Subscribe to the  

Newsflash  

and join the rest of the tephritid fruit fly 

community around the world! 

Subscribe to start receiving the latest breaking news delivered 

directly to your inbox, so you will not miss important events 

about tephritid fruit flies 

FFN44 July 2022 

Training course 

The Royal museum for Central Africa in collaboration with  
Stellenbosch University is organizing an advanced training 
course in monitoring and identification of African fruit fly 
pests. Further information  can be found at the following link. 
Application deadline was in 15 August 2022. 

https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Lists/News/News%20View%20all.aspx
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Lists/News/News View all.aspx
https://www.africamuseum.be/en/research/training/fruitflies
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 11th International Symposium of 

Fruit Flies of Economic Importance 

(ISFFEI)  

13-18 November 2022 

Sydney, Australia  

4th announcement  

More information: www.11isffei.com 

 

 3rd joint meeting: 

37th Annual Meeting of 
The International Society of Chemical 
Ecology and 12th Conference of  Asia-
Pacific Association of Chemical Ecol-
ogists, held on 6-10 August 2022,                                   
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

Hosted by Dr. Alvin Hee (Universiti Putra 

Malaysia) 

Group photo 

 The Joint Meeting of the IOBC/WPRS 

Working Groups “Pheromones and other 

semiochemicals in integrated production” 

and “Integrated Protection of Fruit Crops”  

25 - 29 September 2022 

Girona, Spain 

 

Meetings 

FFN44 July 2022 

https://www.11isffei.com
https://www.11isffei.com
https://www.11isffei.com
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Lists/News/Attachments/1518/11ISFFEI-Fourth-Announcement.pdf
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Lists/News/Attachments/1518/11ISFFEI-Fourth-Announcement.pdf
https://www.chemecol.org/annualmeeting.shtml
https://www.chemecol.org/annualmeeting.shtml
https://www.chemecol.org/annualmeeting.shtml
https://www.newapace.com/councilors.html
https://www.newapace.com/councilors.html
https://www.newapace.com/councilors.html
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/FFN44July2022/photo-3rdISCE-APACE-Malaysia2022.jpeg
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/FFN44July2022/photo-3rdISCE-APACE-Malaysia2022.jpeg
https://www.pherofruits2022.com/
https://www.11isffei.com/
https://www.chemecol.org/annualmeeting.shtml
https://dipterists.org/icdx/
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Insect Pest Control Newsletter 

No. 99 July 2022 

FLY TIMES issue 68, Spring 2022 

FF-IPM-Bulletin-issue 4 

March 2022 

Australian Fruit Fly News 

Issue 5, June 2022 

Books, Proceedings, Newsletters   

FFN44 July 2022 

https://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/Publications/PDF/Newsletters/ipc-99.pdf
https://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/Publications/PDF/Newsletters/ipc-99.pdf
https://dipterists.org/assets/PDF/flytimes068.pdf
https://fruitflies-ipm.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/FFIPM_newsletter_04.pdf
https://fruitflies-ipm.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/FFIPM_newsletter_04.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/09eac2541f76/june-2022-ausfly-newsletter-20173722
Australian%20Fruit%20Fly%20News%20June%202022
https://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/Publications/PDF/Newsletters/ipc-99.pdf
https://fruitflies-ipm.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/FFIPM_newsletter_04.pdf
https://dipterists.org/assets/PDF/flytimes068.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/09eac2541f76/june-2022-ausfly-newsletter-20173722
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Newsletter  

BACK ISSUES 

 FFN 

 TEAM 

 TAAO 

 IPC 

 AUSfly  

 

PREVIOUS 

FRUIT FLY 

MEETINGS  

AND PRO-

CEEDINGS 
 

TEPHRITID 

FRUIT FLY  

REGIONAL 

GROUPS 

Proceedings of the 
4th TEAM  meeting, 

La Grande Motte, 
France 

5 to 9 October 2020  

The proceedings of the 
TEAM meeting that took 
place last year in La 
Grande Motte (France), 
but was mainly attended 
virtually by TEAM mem-
bers, is now published in 
the latest issue of ‘Fruits’ 
the International Journal 
of Tropical and Subtropi-
cal Horticulture, volume 
76, issue 6  

All articles are open      

access and accessible 

here.  

Books, Proceedings, Newsletters   

FFN44 July 2022 

http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Newsletters/Forms/Fruit%20Fly%20News1.aspx
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Newsletters/Forms/TEAM%20Newsletter.aspx
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Newsletters/Forms/TAAO%20Newsletter.aspx
http://www-naweb.iaea.org/nafa/ipc/public/newsletters-ipc.html
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=62076ee2286f048ea1e53f96d&id=5d39841401
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/International-Fruit-Fly-Symposia.aspx
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/International-Fruit-Fly-Symposia.aspx
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/International-Fruit-Fly-Symposia.aspx
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/International-Fruit-Fly-Symposia.aspx
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/International-Fruit-Fly-Symposia.aspx
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/Groups.aspx
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/Groups.aspx
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/Groups.aspx
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/Groups.aspx
https://www.pubhort.org/fruits/fruitsindex_76_6.htm
https://www.pubhort.org/fruits/fruitsindex_76_6.htm
https://www.pubhort.org/fruits/archives.htm

