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‘Life after Fukushima’ teaching materials
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Literature study

Multi-site

ethnographic

fieldwork

Document 

analysis

Qualitative 

study

Fieldwork sites (2018 – 2020):

• 14 Citizen Radiation Measuring Organizations

• 2 Non-governmental Organizations

• 5 local and prefectural governments
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喉元過ぎれば熱さを忘れる

“Once it passes your throat, you forget the heat” 
(Japanese proverb)
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Politics of layering

• Multiple Fukushima realities 

• Is the Fukushima accident over?

• Position of knowledges in politics 

and scientific research

McFarlane, C. (2009). Translocal assemblages: space, power 

and social movements. Geoforum, 40(4) : 561-567.
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Translocal assemblages 
(McFarlane, 2009)

• Looking beyond Fukushima

• Sensing change and evolution

• Processes of becoming, doing, 

being
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‘Life after 
Fukushima’
Teaching materials

SCK CEN SPS, ACADEMY & 
COMMUNICATION DEP.

Illustrations by Sigrid Vanspauwen 6



ISC: RestrictedReference

Source: 

https://www.sckcen.

be/en/sck-cen-

academy/students-

and-teachers/study-

pack-life-after-

fukushima

Objective: learn about 

Fukushima nuclear accident:
• in a multidisciplinary & 

interactive way 

• from citizen perspective 

(Masako, student)

4 chapters:
• 11 March 2011

• My life after Fukushima

• Measuring radiation in a 

citizens’ lab

• Fukushima and Belgium

Teacher & student (age: 16-18) 

guide
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https://www.sckcen.be/en/sck-cen-academy/students-and-teachers/study-pack-life-after-fukushima
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Integration

Actuality

Differentiation

Activation

Self-
activity
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Integration

Actuality

Aizu Wakamatsu, 2019

Fukushima city, 2020
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Integration

Actuality
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Differentiation

Activation
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Differentiation

Activation

Developed by Riccardo Rossa (SCK CEN)
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Learning from and passing on 
Fukushima realities

• Position & status of citizen knowledges:

• preservation & dissemination 

• science communication

• Research in translation 

• Societal relevance:

• transparent & accessible information

• bridging Fukushima & Belgium
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Source: 

https://www.sckcen.

be/en/sck-cen-

academy/students-

and-teachers/study-

pack-life-after-

fukushima

Interested to discover 
more? 

Scan the QR code!

joke.kenens@sckcen.be
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https://www.sckcen.be/en/sck-cen-academy/students-and-teachers/study-pack-life-after-fukushima
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Copyright © SCK CEN

PLEASE NOTE!

This presentation contains data, information and formats for dedicated use only and may not be communicated, copied, 

reproduced, distributed or cited without the explicit written permission of SCK CEN.

If this explicit written permission has been obtained, please reference the author, followed by ‘by courtesy of SCK CEN’.

Any infringement to this rule is illegal and entitles to claim damages from the infringer, without prejudice to any other right in 

case of granting a patent or registration in the field of intellectual property.

SCK CEN

Belgian Nuclear Research Centre

Foundation of Public Utility

Registered Office: Avenue Herrmann-Debrouxlaan 40 – BE-1160 BRUSSELS

Operational Office: Boeretang 200 – BE-2400 MOL 
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