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Research question

Probing the potential of citizen
science in the governance of
nuclear accidents
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Interactions between citizen

science and local governments

Citizen scientist prepares food samples for
measurement, Iwaki (2018)




Multisited ethnographic
fieldwork (2018-2020)

+ 14 citizen science groups (Fukushima,
Tochigi, Miyagi, Tokyo, Nagoya)
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Ibaraki

Fukushima Prefecture
Interview: 3 loc. gov.
Written reponse: 1 loc. gov.
Prefectural gov.

Tochigi Prefecture
1 loc. gov.

Tokyo:
City official responsible for
local citizen group
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Why local
governments?

MOE 2018. Progress of decontamination. Available
at https.//www.env.go.jp/en/chemi/rhm/basic-
info/1st/09-01-05.html (Last accessed 15 July
2021).
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Pending publication: “Living apart together:
Local governments and citizen radiation
measuring organizations after Fukushima”.
Citizen Science: Theory and Practice.

Government
infrastructure

Shift from pre-to
post- Fukushima
sociotechnical
imaginary
(Jasanoff & Kim, 2009)

Civic
infrastructure
(Morita et al.,
2013)

S creensht Safecast map. Source:
https.//map.safecast.orq/?y=37.3168x=140.5168z &
Reference =9&[=0&m=0 (Last accessed 5 May 2022)  IsC restricted
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https://map.safecast.org/?y=37.316&x=140.516&z=9&l=0&m=0

Safety

Private
VS. Vs.
a sense of safety public land

Sternsdorff-Cisterna
(2015), Teoh (2016)

together

Direct
contact points

Situated
TR (lack of) relationships
& policy
money guidelines
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Complex,
situated relations

“We are residents

too.”
(translated from Japanese,
interview with city official in
Fukushima Prefecture, 2018)
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Politics of
layering

How to engage with
citizen data?

Need for open, public
debate on policies and
science behind the
socio-technical
imaginary of recovery
and revitalization
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Jjoke.kenens@sckcen.be
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This presentation contains data, information and formats for dedicated use only and may not be communicated, copied,
reproduced, distributed or cited without the explicit written permission of SCK CEN.
If this explicit written permission has been obtained, please reference the author, followed by ‘by courtesy of SCK CEN'.

Any infringement to this rule is illegal and entitles to claim damages from the infringer, without prejudice to any other right in
case of granting a patent or registrationin the field of intellectual property.
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